THE GRACE VINE
GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
“

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit” John 15:5
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Rev. Timothy Spence, Pastor
Home Telephone: 304-905-6188

- gracelutheranwheeling@comcast.net

STAFF CHANGES

FROM THE PASTOR
With Epiphany Season upon us and in
full swing, it’s only a few short weeks
until we start Lent.
Huh?!? Let me explain. Epiphany, as
many of you already know, varies in
length based upon the date of Easter,
which affects when Ash Wednesday is.
That determines the length of Epiphany
Season, which this year is only five Sundays (not counting Transfiguration, always the last Sunday before Ash
Wednesday). Epiphany can be as long
as eight weeks (like it will be next year)
or as short as four weeks, which won’t
happen for a while yet.
While the focus on Lent is getting ready
for Jesus’ sacrifice and the journey to
Jerusalem, along with the recognition of
just who Jesus really is by increasing
numbers of people, Epiphany is about
Jesus’ ministry. We will walk with Jesus
to various places, meet the people who
surround him, hear his teaching and the
stories of his ministry – miracle, teaching,
compassion, care, and challenge. That
part of the story will drop off during Lent
and Easter seasons and will pick up
again in the Sundays of the Pentecost
Season following Trinity Sunday next
June.
So, for what should we be listening?
During Epiphany, listen for the voices of
recognition and proclamation: This is the
Son of God and we have seen it with our
own eyes.

During Lent, listen for the voice of
sacrifice, servant-hood, and discipleship: Take up your cross, put ideas
contrary to God’s will behind you,
and follow Jesus into a life of sacrificial love dedicated to others.
As we approach Holy Week, listen
for the voice of love and service:
Greater love has no one than to lay
down his life for his friends; You
have called me Master and Teacher
and so I am. But if I, who am your
teacher, has washed your feet, you
should wash each other’s feet!
The Church Year has its own themes
that pull us into the fullness of the
Gospel stories. Some of the stories
we would like to ignore because they
are inconvenient. Some of them we
would gloss over because they don’t
speak to us immediately. But the
purpose of the lectionary is to draw
us in, pull us close to hear the whole
story, but to do that in a way that
helps us discover new and deeper
truths about faith by wrapping the
stories around themes of Jesus’ life
and ministry.
I hope you will follow on this short
journey through Jesus’ ministry and
then the full trip to Jerusalem and the
cross. In the next two months you
will have ample opportunity to listen,
to pray, and to praise as we follow
Jesus to the cross and beyond. It is
an exciting and fulfilling trip. Don’t
miss it!
16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV 26003
Church Telephone: (304) 242-5830

Harry Kettler has served us for 18
years, first as secretary of Zion beginning in 2000, then as secretary of both
Edgwood and Zion, and most recently
as Secretary /Bookkeeper of Grace. At
the age of 86, he has served his church
faithfully and now has decided it is time
to retire. His retirement will be effective
February 3, 2018. His last day in the
office will be January 26.
Council has authorized hiring a temporary staff person for 2 to 4 months beginning January 22, and we are currently interviewing candidates.
The
hours will be the same as Harry’s were,
and this person will have his same duties. Please be patient as she (or he)
learns how everything works.
During the interim, Council will review
and evaluate the job description and
begin interviewing for a permanent replacement. Council has already agreed
that the new person will be from outside
the congregation to help us better respect the boundaries between work and
worship for the individual.
Because of the transition there will be
no March Grace Vine. Instead, this is a
combined February/March issue, which
is why the calendars and worship
leader’s schedules for are February,
March, AND April.
Keep the Search Committee in prayer,
asking that God will send the right person to fill this key staff position.
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THE GRACE VINE
SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE
SUPPER AND WORSHIP
Shr o ve
T ues da y
(Mardi Gras, Fastnacht, or Punschke
Day) is February 13
this year. Grace will
host its annual Pancake and Sausage Supper from 5:00
until 7:00 PM that day. The dinner is
free and open to the public.
Chris Schenkel and crew will be in
charge of this year's dinner with help
from Joe Kochy. Any men of the church
who are available are asked to come
help cook, serve, and clean-up. See
Chris for details or let the church office
know you are available.
The dinner is free and open to the public, so talk it up and invite your friends,
family, and neighbors.
At the suggestion of the Worship Planning and Music Committee, at 7:00 PM
that evening following the dinner a brief
service for Shrove Tuesday and the
Burning of the Palms will be held. The
service will be held on the patio. The
ashes from the burned palms from last
year’s triumphal Palm Sunday procession become the ashes of our repentance on Ash Wednesday. You may
bring in your old palms to add to those
from the church which will be burned on
Tuesday for use the next day.
We hope to see you there.

GRACE GUYS
Grace Guys will
meet on February 10
and March 10 to
work on interior projects including painting in the Youth
Room and downstairs. Guys will meet
for coffee and donuts at 8:30 followed
by about 2 hours of work. All men of
the church are invited to join in the fun
and fellowship as we work together for
the good of Grace.

ASH WEDNESDAY
Our Ash Wednesday
Service will be held
on Wednesday, February 14, beginning at
7:00 PM. The Service of the Imposition
of Ashes will lead us
into our Lenten Journey to the cross and beyond to the joy
of the resurrection on Easter Sunday.
Plan to be present for this moving and
important service as we consider the
sacrifice of Jesus for us and show our
sorrow with ashes on our foreheads.

ORGAN DEDICATION
With the completion of
the new organ at Grace,
we now possess one of
the finest instruments in
the Wheeling area. A
special dedication service will be held on Sunday, February 18, beginning at 3:00 PM. A special reception will follow the service.
The service will be a hymn festival focusing on organ music and the hymns
of Martin Luther, who died on February
18, 1546, and will include special choirs,
bells, and, of course, wonderful organ
music by our own Dr. Wayne Earnest.
In the upcoming year additional concerts are planned featuring other organists, including Dr. Bill Haller, who has
agreed to return for a special recital.
Please mark you calendar now for this
very special and singular event in the
life of our congregation, and plan to invite friends and neighbors to hear this
wonderful instrument.

REISBECK GIFT CARDS
Thrivent
Riesbeck Gift Cards to benefit Thrivent
are available from either Judith Myers or
Tami Tysk.

GAME DAY
Thursday, February 22 &
Thursday, March 22
A free Game Day is held
on the last Thursday of
every month, between
11:00 AM and 3:00 PM.
You can play our games
or bring your own. For
more information, call 304-233-2990 or
304-242-2632.
Please note that the March Game Day
will be held on March 22 so as not to
conflict with Maundy Thursday and Holy
Week.

THANK YOU
My family and I would
like to thank all of you
for remembering Bob in
your prayers. God did
hear them and responded. He took him
to his heavenly home
so that he did not have to suffer pain that
would have come. Blessings to all,
Peggy

COMMUNITY PROJECT
For WATCH
Grace members are collecting
aluminum cans for WATCH.
They will crush, recycle, and
use the proceeds for client
events. Please bring them at
any time, and place them in
the large box behind the kitchen door.
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MID-WEEK SERVICES

ANNUAL MEETING

RUMMAGE SALE

As part of our
Lenten Discipline,
the
opportunity
will be provided
for extra time for
devotion
and
study. We will gather for a light meal of
soup and sandwiches each Wednesday
evening at 6:00 PM followed by devotions at 7:00 PM. You may come for
both or just one of the events, depending on your schedule.

Grace’s Annual
Congregational
Meeting will be
held on Sunday,
March 11, immediately following
worship. A pot-luck luncheon will follow
the meeting.

Our annual Rummage Sale for
charity will be held
on Saturday, April
21. While you are
doing your Spring
cleaning, set aside items in good condition for this worthy event and bring in
good used items for the sale - NO
ADULT CLOTHING! Volunteers will be
needed during the week to help price
and set out the items (you can help set
out without pricing!) and on Saturday to
monitor the sale and help carry out furniture for buyers. If you can help, see
Vicki Crawford or Buffy Schenkel.

Volunteers are needed to provide soup
and "fixings" for sandwiches (buns or
bread, either deli meats and cheeses or
a cooked meat sandwich filling or a
salad spread).
Volunteers are also
needed to help with set-up about 30
minutes before the meal or to help with
clean-up afterwards. Volunteers may
sign up at the Hospitality Desk. In
keeping with the theme of sacrifice and
Lenten austerity, no dessert will be
served for the Mid-week Lenten services as a reminder of Christ's sacrifice
for us.
At 7:00 PM each Wednesday we will
have a brief devotional service using
Responsive Prayer. Pastor will then
lead us through a study on the discipline
of prayer.
Please plan to join us for these special
times of fellowship and devotion as we
journey through these forty days of
Lent.

EASTER FLOWERS
Order forms for
flowers to decorate the church
for Easter will be
available in early
March. Please fill
them out quickly
and get them back to the church office
so that we can order the flowers from
the greenhouse in a timely manner.

Topics for the meeting include the review of committee and staff reports for
2017, along with financial reports for the
past year.
Also on the agenda are two proposed
by-law additions meant to correct oversights from when the new constitution
was drafted. As required by our constitution, copies of the proposed amendments must be distributed to the congregation at least 30 days prior to the
meeting, and the proposed changes are
included elsewhere in this issue of the
Vine.
Committee chairpersons and organizational treasurers (WELCA, Thrivent,
etc.) are reminded that their reports
need to be in the office NO LATER
THAN February 13 so that the bulletin
of reports can be copied and available
for distribution by March 1. Reports that
are e-mailed in Word or Publisher will
help expedite the process.

GRACE COUNCIL—2018
Nancy Weeks
Mike Carl
Kathy Sheller
Lutz Albrecht
Brian Crawford
Casey Young
Lynn Maguire
Dennis Niess
Marjorie Wolf
Tami Gallaher

The storage room has plenty of room, so
items can still be accepted. We will identify a new storage space soon and will
publicize that as soon as it is known!

HOLY WEEK AND
EASTER SCHEDULE
Our Holy Week services
will be held on Maundy
Thursday (March 29) and
Good Friday (March 30).
Both services will begin at
7:00 PM. As is Grace’s
tradition, a day long prayer
vigil will begin at 7:00 AM
on Good Friday and last
until 6:45 PM. Sign-up sheets will be
posted in March, and volunteers are invited to come at 15-minute intervals for
prayer and meditation on the cross.
Prayer resources will be available for
those who desire them.
The Great Vigil of Easter will be held on
Saturday, March 31, beginning at 9:00
PM. Once again Grace will host the service for the Lutheran churches in the
area. Volunteers will be needed to help
with readings and other parts of the service. Please see Pastor if you are willing
to help.

Page 4

THE GRACE VINE
PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES
Our constitution requires that proposed changes be made at either the regular annual meeting or at a special meeting, and that
notice of proposed changes be distributed 30 days in advance of the meeting. Constitutional changes are proposed at one
meeting and voted on at the next, while by-law changes can be proposed and voted on at the same meeting.
In keeping with that, the following amendments to the By-laws are proposed by the Congregation Council for consideration at the
upcoming March 2018 meeting. An explanation accompanies each proposed addition.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT
B1.11
As provided in C11.04, the officers of the congregation and the pastor shall constitute the Executive Committee of the
Congregation. The Executive Committee shall have the authority to a manage the affairs of the congregation between meetings of the Congregation Council. Except for personnel matters, all actions of the Executive Committee
shall be subject to review by the Congregation Council at its next regular meeting.
EXPLANATION:
C11.04 reads, “The Officers of this congregation and the Pastor shall constitute the Executive Committee of the congregation.
The Executive Committee of the Congregation shall be the Trustees of the congregation and serve annually ex officio.
The trustees shall cause a Certificate of Church Trustees to be recorded in the office of the Clerk of the County Commission of Ohio County, West Virginia, from time-to-time as required by West Virginia law.”
In drawing up the constitution we created an Executive Committee but never defined its role or functions as a committee apart
from being the Board of Trustees. Since C.13.08 calls for a description of the work of all Standing Committees to be
included in the By-laws, the proposed amendment corrects that omission.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT
B5 Inactive Members
B5.01 A member shall be declared inactive and may be removed from the roll of members by majority vote of the Congregation
Council if or when:
B5.01.a The congregation has no current physical address or other means of contacting the member;
B5.01.b The member moves permanently out of the Ohio, Marshall, or Belmont County area, or outside of a radius of
fifty (50) miles from the location of the church building and is unable to continue as an active member in the congregation. In such cases the pastor(s) shall endeavor to help the member find a congregation in their new community;
B5.01.c The member is discovered to have joined another congregation, or is otherwise regularly participating in the life
and worship of another congregation;
B5.01.d The member has failed to meet the minimum standards for membership by either:
1. not making regular use of the means of grace, both Word and sacrament;
2. not living a Christian life in accordance with the Word of God and the teachings of the Lutheran church; and
3. not supporting the work of this congregation, the synod, and the church wide organization of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America through contributions of their time, abilities, and financial support as biblical stewards.
EXPLANATION:
Our constitution currently allows for the removal of members under the following conditions as noted in C.08.05, which reads:
C.8.05 Membership in this congregation shall be terminated by any of the following:
a. death;
b. resignation;
c. transfer or release;
d. disciplinary action in accordance with ELCA constitutional provision 20.40. and the accompanying bylaws; or
e. removal from the roll due to inactivity as defined in the bylaws.
Such persons who have been removed from the roll of members shall remain persons for whom the Church has a
continuing pastoral concern.
C.8.05 says that such persons can be removed for “inactivity as defined in the by-laws”, but again, in writing the by-laws we
failed to include such a definition. This amendment corrects that omission.
The objection may be that the by-law allows for the removal of people outside the area who may wish to remain on the role of the
congregation, which is why the by-law does not say that they SHALL be removed, only that it gives the Council the option to remove such persons in that they MAY be removed when various forms of contact have failed.

THE GRACE VINE
PRAYER LIST
Ryan Deegan
Hines Rotriga
Betty Swartz
Henri Fontaine
Amelia DaGrava
David Ausdenmoore
Faith Hartzell
George Myers
Thelma Moore
Stephanie Moore-Vetanze
Addison Lucas
Cindy Roshak
Zane Neuhardt
Howard Shackelford
Joan Shelek
Becky Holinghead
Barbara Knollinger
Keith McMannis
Lee Fagan
Betty June Wymer
Susan Falbo
Bill Scholley
Michael & Brittany Shank
Stacy Tysk

***On Military Duty***
Justin Mull
Brian Coughlan
Casey Young
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HOME BOUND
Sometimes we get so busy we forget
those of our congregation who cannot
get out to worship and activities.
Please remember the following folks:
Lois Huffner
Mound View Health Care
2200 Floral Street,
Moundsville WV 26041
Mary Lou Keefer
Valley Haven,
Beach Bottom WV 26030
Gordon Thompson
Bishop Hodges Continuous
Care Center, 600 Medical
Park Road, Room 124
Wheeling WV 26003
Donald Carl
Carriage Inn, 308 West
Warren Street, Room Shay 13,
Cadiz OH 43907
Mabel Winesburg
218 Elm Crest Drive
Wheeling WV 26003
Rebecca Frazier
55801 Canna-Mara Drive
Bellaire OH 43906
Debbie Hawkins
Peterson Rehabilitation
Hospital
20 Homestead Avenue
Wheeling WV 26003

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Perri Cook
Doris Albrecht
Lindsay Carl
Nettie McClure
Shari Sedilko
Charles Koehler
Kevin Blaschak
Judith Myers
Evelyn Birch
Mark Danehart
James Gallaher
Howard Shackelford
Philip Van Dam
Edna McClure

1
4
4
10
10
10
11
11
15
17
17
20
20
27

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
Joyce Britt
Kayla Young
Ron Riedel
Elizabeth (Buffy) Schenkel
Katy Gallaher
William (Butch) Talbert
Mike Maguire
James Potts III
Debbie Hawkins
William Stees
Ezri Haynes
Marianne McCausland
Dane Birch
Bryan Smith

1
2
5
5
6
7
11
12
14
18
20
25
27
29

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY
Tom & Linda Porter
Donald & Joyce Britt

Some names have removed from the
Prayer List due to the length of time
they have been on the list, and the
office not being told of any change
in their condition or need. If you
would like the name put back on the
list, please inform the office.

20
26

MARCH ANNIVERSIES
Shawn & Vicki Pennybacker
Earl R. & Cheryl McClure

2
5

WORSHIP LEADERS—FEBRUARY & MARCH
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WORSHIP LEADERS—MARCH & APRIL
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CALENDAR
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
16 RIDGECREST ROAD
BETHLEHEM
WHEELING WV 26003
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Save the Date
Tuesday, February 13, 2018
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 5:00 PM—7:00 PM
Wednesday, February 14, 2018
Ash Wednesday Worship, 7:00 PM

