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deeply what it means for the Son of God 
to be among us. 
 
So, bring your best hearing to church in 
these few weeks.  Often the biblical sto-
ries during this time will include some-
thing like, “He that has ears to hear, 
listen!” as an admonition to give heed to 
what Jesus is telling us about God and 
the Christian life.  During this Epiphany 
Season, pay attention.  Jesus is here!!!  
Listen to him!!! 

 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 

 
Pastor’s Christmas gift to the congrega-
tion is the village well and several other 
pieces for our Nativity set, including the 
lighted star. 
 
Laurie Spence’s gift to the choirs is new 
choir folders for the singers and a piece 
of music for the Handbell Choir. 

 
GRACE COUNCIL—2018 
 
Nancy Weeks 
Mike Carl 
Kathy Sheller 
Lutz Albrecht 
Brian Crawford 
Casey Young 
Lynn Maguire 
Dennis Niess 
Marjorie Wolf 
Tami Gallaher 

Unfortunately, there is a change go-
ing on in our culture.  We don’t listen 
as well as we used to.  In the 19

th
 

century folks used to be willing to 
listen to lectures and attend 
speeches as a form of entertainment 
and public education.  In the 21

st
 

century we have reduced things to 
140 characters and become a much 
more visual culture, doing more 
things with pictures and video than 
we did even one or two generations 
ago.  Which is why sometimes wor-
ship styles differ between the great-
est generation and millennials – 
auditory learners (people who listen) 
and visual learners (people who 
watch).  Which leads to the “big pro-
jection screen in church” debate.  We 
won’t get into that here – just be 
aware that people learn differently.  
But I digress (SLIGHTLY). 
 
The call of the gospel in the Epiph-
any Season is to pay attention, not 
only to listen to what Jesus is saying 
but also to watch what he is doing.  
The scripture texts for Epiphany will 
demand that we pay attention if we 
hope to understand more how God is 
at work in the world and to begin to 
comprehend the wonder of this life 
into which we are being called. 
 
I hope the weather will cooperate 
during these cold winter months to 
give you every chance to be present, 
to hear Jesus’ words in the gospels 
each Sunday, to see what Jesus is 
doing,   and   to  understand   more  
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“I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit”  John 15:5 

 
 
 

We will spend the month of January in 
the season of Epiphany – often the sec-
ond shortest of the Church Year.  This 
year the season will only be six Sundays, 
bookended as always between the Bap-
tism of Our Lord on January 7 and the 
Sunday of the Transfiguration on Febru-
ary 11.  So, there will only be four Sun-
days to follow the beginning of Jesus’ 
ministry, his first miracles, and some ba-
sic events.  Short indeed. 
 
Epiphany is a different kind of season.  
Not penitential like Lent, it is also not 
celebratory like Easter and Christmas.  
Nor is there the sense of longing and 
hope like Advent.  Along with the season 
of Pentecost, it is one of the two “green” 
seasons of the Church Year. 
 
Actually, the “green” seasons make up 
almost half of the Church calendar.  Dur-
ing those times, we focus not so much 
on specific themes, as in Advent and 
Lent, or the resurrection and birth stories, 
as in Easter and Christmas.  Instead they 
are a time for the church to pay attention, 
to listen to the teachings of Jesus, to 
watch him work and to see what God is 
doing and calling us to be as we seek to 
follow in his ways. 
 
The bookends of Baptism and Transfigu-
ration usually include the phrase “listen 
to him!”, along with the pronouncement 
that this is the Son of God, now revealed 
to the world in first a very public and then 
a very private way. 
 



ORGAN DEDICATION 
 
 
 

With the completion of 
the new organ at Grace, 
we now possess one of 
the finest instruments in 
the Wheeling area.  A 
special dedication ser-
vice will be held on Sun-
day, February 18, begin-
ning at 3:00 PM.  A spe-

cial reception will follow the service.     
 
The service will be a hymn festival fo-
cusing on organ music and the hymns 
of Martin Luther, who died on February 
18, 1546, and will include special choirs, 
bells, and, of course, wonderful organ 
music by our own Dr. Wayne Earnest. 
 
In the upcoming year additional con-
certs are planned featuring other organ-
ists, including Dr. Bill Haller, who has 
agreed to return for a special recital. 
 
Please mark you calendar now for this 
very special and singular event in the 
life of our congregation, and plan to in-
vite friends and neighbors to hear this 
wonderful instrument. 

 
GAME DAY  
Thursday, January 25 

 
A free Game Day is held on 
the last Thursday of every 
month, between  11:00 AM 
and 3:00 PM.  You can play 
our games or bring your 

own.  For more information, call 304-
233-2990 or 304-242-2632.   

 

REISBECK GIFT CARDS 
Thrivent 
 
Riesbeck Gift Cards to benefit Thrivent 
are available from either Judith Myers or 
Tami Tysk.  
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SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE 
SUPPER 

 
Shrove Tuesday 
(Mardi Gras, Fast-
nacht, or Pun-
schke Day) is Feb-
ruary 13 this year.  
Grace will host its 
annual Pancake 

and Sausage Supper from 5:00 until 
7:00 PM that day.  The dinner is free 
and open to the public. 
 
Chris Schenkel will be in charge of this 
year's dinner with help from the regular 
crew.  Any men of the church who are 
available are asked to come help cook, 
serve, and clean-up.  See Chris for de-
tails or let the church office know you 
are available. 
 
The dinner is free and open to the pub-
lic, so talk it up and invite your friends, 
family, and neighbors.  We hope to see 
you there. 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

 
Ash Wednesday is 
February 14 this year.  
We will hold a tradi-
tional service with 
imposition of ashes at 
7:00 PM that night.  
Mark your calendar 

now for this important service and start 
of our Lenten Season! 
 
 

THRIVENT DINNER/MEETING 

Grace’s Thrivent Financial members will 

not meet during the month of January. 

 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY PROJECT 
For WATCH 

 
Grace members are collecting 
aluminum cans for WATCH.  
They will crush, recycle, and 
use the proceeds for client 
events.  Please bring them at 
any time, and place them in the 

large box behind the kitchen door. 
 
 

GRACE GUYS 
 

Grace Guys will 
meet on Satur-
day, January 13 
at 8:30 AM for 
c o f f e e  a n d 
donuts, and to 
t a k e  d o w n 

Christmas decorations. 

 
WELCOME AND THANKS 
 

Welcome to new Con-
gregation Council 
members Tami Gal-
laher, Dennis Niess, 
and Marjorie Wolf.  
New Council mem-
ber’s terms begin 
January 1, 2018. 
 
A very special THANK 

YOU to outgoing Council members Ellen 
Kitts, Joe Kochy, and George Steber.  
These members oversaw the transition 
for Edgwood and Zion to Grace and have 
now completed their term.  Under the 
new constitution they were ineligible for 
re-election until next year so that we 
would have a variety of leadership 
changes during our first years as a new 
congregation. 
 
We thank them for their service and for 
their faithful leadership during this impor-
tant and challenging time in the life of 
Grace. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HOME BOUND 
   

     
Sometimes we get so busy we forget 
those of our congregation who cannot 
get out to worship and activities.   
Please remember the following folks: 
 

 
Lois Huffner  
 Mound View Health Care 
 2200 Floral Street,   
 Moundsville  WV  26041 
 
Mary Lou Keefer 
 Valley Haven,  
 Beach Bottom  WV  26030 
 
Gordon Thompson 
 Bishop Hodges  Continuous 
 Care Center, 600 Medical 
 Park Road, Room 124  
 Wheeling  WV  26003 
 
Donald Carl 
 Carriage Inn, 308 West 
 Warren Street, Room Shay 13, 
 Cadiz  OH  43907 
 
Mabel Winesburg 
   218 Elm Crest Drive 
   Wheeling  WV  26003 
 
Rebecca Frazier 
   55801 Canna-Mara Drive 
 Bellaire  OH  43906 
 
Debbie Hawkins 
 Peterson Rehabilitation  
 Hospital 
 20 Homestead Avenue 
 Wheeling  WV  26003 
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PRAYER LIST 
 
Ryan Deegan  
Hines Rotriga  
Danny McNickle  
Betty Swartz  
Henri Fontaine  
Amelia DaGrava  
David Ausdenmoore  
Faith Hartzell  
George Myers 
Thelma Moore 
Stephanie Moore-Vetanze 
Addison Lucas 
Cindy Roshak 
Zane Neuhardt 
Howard Shackelford 
Joan Shelek 
Becky Holinghead 
Barbara Knollinger 
Keith McMannis 
Bob Blatt 
Lee Fagan 
Betty June Wymer 
Susan Falbo 
Shari Sedilko 
Bill Scholley 
Michael & Brittany Shank 
Stacy Tysk  

 
***On Military Duty*** 

Justin Mull 
Brian Coughlan 
Casey Young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some names have removed from the 
Prayer List due to the length of time 
they have been on the list, and the 
office not being told of any change 
in their condition or need.  If you 
would like the name put back on the 
list, please inform the office. 

 
 
 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cynthia Roshak    1 
Thomas Maguire    2 
Jeanie Deem     2 
Gilbert Haller     5 
Jill Robbins     6 
Katrina Smith    7 
Edward Wolf   12 
Kaitlin Wallace  13 
Sharon VanDam  19 
Jessie Wallace  21 
Robert Miller   22 
Steve Sedilko  23 
Bob Blatt   23 
Robert Loth   23 
Linda Rush   30 
Amelia DaGrava  30 
Laura Holbert  31 
 
JANUARY ANNIVERSARY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathleen & George Steber 11 
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Save the Date 
 
Tuesday, February 13, 2018   
 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 5:00 PM—7:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 
 Ash Wednesday Worship, 7:00 PM 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 


