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Called by God’s grace, we commit to a life of worship, service, and
Discipleship in the name of Jesus Christ

FROM THE PASTOR
GIVE THANKS!
One of the most popular patriotic songs of the 20th century is "God Bless America". Written by a GermanJewish immigrant who was not even an American citizen at the time of its composition, the song was a heartfelt plea for America to be able to stand strong in the face of encroaching fascism and totalitarian regimes that
were slowing taking over the European continent. Easy to sing and very melodic, the song was popularized by
1930's pop star Kate Smith. It expressed the mood of the country and the times well!
Fast forward to the mid-1990's, and I was at a community Thanksgiving service. The speaker suggested that
we should always be singing "God Bless America". And I thought, "Wait a minute! This is a THANKGIVING
service! Shouldn't it be the other way around?"
As I look around, I see the greatest country in the world. I see a country with a surplus of food that feeds the
world. I see the highest standard of living in the world. I see good schools and health care - not the best in the
world but certainly in the top ten. I see a country whose men and women went to "make the world safe for democracy" and then, twenty years later, when those freedoms were threatened, went back to do it all over
again! I see free speech and freedom to worship, a free press and an independent judiciary, a freely elected
"government of the people, by the people, and for the people". And I am grateful.
I see a land rich in resources and talented people. I see a land of compassion and hope for the rest of the
world. I see a place where children have the hope for a brighter future and the chance to make something of
themselves based on their abilities, talents, and gifts, and not based on who their parents were. I see a land
and a nation that has already been richly blessed. To quote John Adams, "I see America!"
But somewhere there is a disconnect. With all this, shouldn't we be thankful? At a Thanksgiving service,
should we really be blessing God for the ways God has kept this nation under God's care; to thank God for the
riches already bestowed on us? Shouldn't we be saying "thank you, God" instead of "give us more"?
Our worship has been described as one of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving. The Psalmist encourages us to
"Offer to God a SACRIFICE of THANKSGIVING" (Psalm 50:14). But some folks do not or will not acknowledge how richly we have been blessed and fail to assign those blessings already received to the Divine Creator of the Universe. Well brought-up children have been taught to use the "magic words" of "please", and
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"THANK YOU". But, instead, like greedy children we continue to ask for more.
This year, as Thanksgiving comes around once again, let us not sing a song asking for God to do more than God
has already done by asking for more. As Christians, let us instead be leaders in acknowledging God's gracious
providing by giving thanks to God and lifting up for a sometimes ungrateful nation (as suggested by the declining
attendance at Thanksgiving worship services) just what and how much God has already blessed us and our
country. Let us recognize the incredible and countless blessings we have already received, and, at least for that
one day, sing a song of thanks. On November 22, instead of "God Bless America", let our Thanksgiving song be
"America, Bless God"!

Ask the Pastor
Question: A couple weeks ago in the sermon you mentioned festivals and commemorations in the church year
calendar. Can you go over that again?
Answer: I'd be glad to!
The Church Year (or Liturgical Calendar) revolves around major festivals, minor festivals, and commemorations.
Some of the festivals (or "Feasts" - they have the same Latin root word - "festa") are fixed and some are
'moveable feasts", which means we can celebrate them on alternate or adjacent days, or that the day they are
celebrated moves on the calendar.
The most important of the major festivals is Easter, which is a "moveable feast". It's moveable because the day
moves in relation to the lunar calendar which ties Easter to the celebration of Passover. Easter is the first Sunday after the first full moon after the spring (or vernal) equinox. Because the date of the full moon moves, the
date of Easter moves. But it can never be earlier than March 22 or later than April 23.
The second most important major festival is Christmas, which is a fixed date of December 25. But you know that.
Notice that these two festivals celebrate the birth and resurrection (or re-birth) of Jesus.
The third major festival is Pentecost - which is (surprise, surprise) the birthday of the church. So you could say
that the three major festivals are all birthdays! Because Pentecost falls 50 days after Easter, it too is a moveable
feast.
Minor festivals celebrate important events in the life of Jesus or the story of the church. Ascension, Good Friday, Maundy Thursday, Reformation, and All Saints are all minor festivals. Generally these are fixed in terms of
when they fall but they are also moveable because they move with the calendar related to Easter. So Transfiguration (the Sunday before Ash Wednesday), Ash Wednesday, Shrove Tuesday, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday,
and Ascension (40 days after Easter) are all moveable based upon what date Easter falls. Other minor festivals
that we generally ignore unless they fall on a Sunday are the Name of Jesus/Feast of the Circumcision (January
1) and Holy Trinity Sunday (always the Sunday after Pentecost)
However, minor festivals like Ascension, Reformation, and All Saints can also be moveable for other reasons. In
these cases, the Festival can be move to the closest adjacent Sunday in order to make the festival more convenient for worshippers. While Ascension always falls on a Thursday, the church may choose to celebrate Ascension Sunday. The same is true with Reformation and All Saints. Even though Reformation is October 31, we
generally celebrate on the Sunday before. And with All Saints being November 1, we celebrate it on the Sunday
after. In this case we say that the festival is not only moveable, but it also become transferred.
The other moveable feast not shaped by any of these is Christ the King (or Christus Rex) Sunday. A fairly recent
addition to the calendar (only added in the early 20th century) Christ the King is celebrated on the last Sunday of
the Church Year, which puts it the Sunday before the first Sunday of Advent. Since Advent is governed by the
four Sundays before Christmas, the date of Christ the King moves even though its placement on the Church Calendar does not.
The other celebrations are commemorations. Commemorations generally fall into two categories.

The first of these are generally minor events in the story of Jesus, such as the visit of Mary to Elizabeth, and the Martyrdom of the Holy Innocents (December 28), but may also include such beings as St. Michael and All Angels
(September 27), or the Nativity of John the Baptist. We disagree with our Roman Catholic and some of our Episcopalian brothers and sisters here in that they will always celebrate these as Minor Festivals. Sometimes Lutherans
will celebrate these as minor festivals, along with saints days related to the inner circle of the disciples and Jesus'
other followers such as Mary Magdalene, but technically for us they are commemorations. So St. Peter and Paul, St.
Luke, St. John, St. Matthew, St. Mary Magdalene, Dorcas, Perpetua, Timothy, Titus, etc., all get their special day and
we generally recognize and celebrate these if they fall on a Sunday. For a fuller list of such saints, check out hymns
numbered 419, 420, and 421 for a list of 33 people!
The other type of commemorations is for more contemporary saints, or martyrs and renewers/reformers of the church
and society. So we would include people like the Martyrs of Japan (who were crucified in 1597), Francis (and Clare)
of Assisi, and Martin and Katie Luther. But also on the list are lesser known people who lived out their Christian commitment and were martyred or influential in shaping the church and society. This list would include people like Oscar
Romero, Henry Melchior Muhlenberg, William Passavant, Dorothy Day, Clara Maas, Theodor Fliedner, Martin Luther
King, Jr., Johann Sebastian Bach, John Eliot, Elizabeth of Hungary, Margaret of Scotland, Rasmus Jensen, and
Dietrich Bonhoeffer.
All of these folks are remembered on their "heavenly birthday" or the day they died and entered the fullness of the
Kingdom of God. The one exception to this is that the church in America has bowed to the more common practice
of celebrating Martin Luther King Jr. not on his death date of April but on his birth date of January in connection with
the official legal celebration of Martin Luther King Day. (However, some churches celebrate on both dates, with the
legal holiday in January and the church commemoration in April.)
So that's what shapes our Church Calendar - what someone has called, "the rhythm of our days". Hope this answers
your question, and as always, thanks for asking!

COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING DINNER
Grace's annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner will be held on Thursday, November
8, 2018. Dinner will be served at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. The meal is a joint
event co-sponsored by the Fellowship Committee and Thrivent Financial members
from Grace.
The meal is free and open to all. Donations are needed to help with the dinner and
volunteers will be needed to cook, serve, and clean-up. If you can help with this important community outreach and fellowship event, please contact event chairperson
Joe Kochy!

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
Grace's semi-annual Congregational Meeting will be held immediately after worship on Sunday, November 18, 2018.
The purpose of this meeting is to elect new Council members and approve a budget for 2019. As described in our
constitution, no other business can be conducted at this meeting.
In accordance with our constitution, copies of the budget will be available through the Church Office beginning on
November 8, and will be available for pick-up at worship on November 11.
Due to staff changes and other cost saving measures, along with some updated cost projections, the expectation is that the 2019 budget will be slightly
less than the 2018 budget. However, the proposed budget retains all of the
important features with very few reductions to program resources. Basically
the Finance Committee and Council have found a way to do more with less.
Please plan to attend this important meeting.

HERESY OF THE MONTH: DONATISM
One of the ironies of the modern church is that we keep finding out that the writer of the book of Ecclesiastes is right:
There is no new thing under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9b). Things take on slightly different forms and shapes but the
basics remain the same. So it is with heresies in the church, including Donatism, which is fairly prominent today is a
slightly altered form (although the most prominent modern heresies are probably adoptionism and semi-Pelagianism
- see the June and July/August newsletters for a quick refresher course!).
But first we need a little Roman Empire and Church History lesson to understand the context.
Emperor Diocletian came to power in Rome about 284 AD. The details of how that happened are not important for
this discussion. Suffice to say that things were pretty quiet for about 20 years. Except for the Manicheans (again,
not Christian and not especially important for this discussion except to know that this was a BIG cult within the Roman army) people were generally allowed to practice their own religion as long as they kept it quiet and still acknowledged the emperor as god.
Then, in 303 things changed. Diocletian was increasingly presenting himself as god and pushing for the idea that the
emperor was a supreme god. Of course, Christians couldn't go there so they (along with Jews and a lot of other
folks) became the target of persecution. But Christians were especially targeted, resulting in what may have been
the worst persecution of the church since Nero in 64 AD (which, by the way, led to the martyrdom of Peter and Paul
and Peter's wife, all in Rome on the same day. But again, that's another story.)
During the Diocletian Persecution between 303 and Diocletian's death in 305, many Christians, including pastors, fell
away from the church for fear of death or imprisonment. At the end of the persecution, most of them emerged from
hiding or being non-practicing, secret Christians and tried to resume their roles in the church. The issue came to a
head when a new bishop was needed in Carthage and one faction supported a candidate who had stopped serving
in the pastoral office and had become a secret Christian during the Persecution. The other faction rejected the candidate and, under the leadership of Donatus (=Donatism), called for repentance and public confession on the part of
ALL errant Christians, especially pastors, with some in the faction going so far as to call for complete "rebaptism and
conversion" of the backsliders!
Under the leadership of Augustine, Bishop of nearby Hippo (yes, THAT St. Augustine!), the church rallied and rejected the idea that pastors who had failed in their office (and other Christians as well) need to be rebaptized and essentially "start over" in the faith. But they did agree with the idea of public confession and repentance before being
allowed to resume the pastoral office. More importantly they agreed that the sacrament of the table is God's action
and not dependent on the character of the pastor, and that pastor's should be judged on their faithfulness to the
preaching of the gospel and their witness in their lifestyle.
At the heart of Donatism are two issues: 1) How much repentance is required of baptized Christians who fall away
from the faith and what form should that take, and 2) How flawed can pastors be and still do valid ministry?
Over time the church has gotten pretty lax on that first question. Folks come and go from the church and, except in
hard core conservative churches, nobody seems to care much whether folks make public confession before they are
readmitted to the Lord's Supper or resume activity in the church. As for the second one, folks still get frustrated with
their pastor when they disagree with the pastor and then decide that he or she is not being faithful to the office and
want to see the bum thrown out. Instead of remaining faithful to their church and focusing on the Lord of the church
they leave until they can find a pastor who they like and with whom they agree. This is a modern version of Donatism.
The issue of rebaptism has largely been settled in the church, with the possible exception of some hard core conservatives who see a need for rebaptism as a sign of regeneration after every sin. Their doctrine of sanctification is
such that sin after baptism is seen as a sign that the first baptism kind of "didn't take" so it has to be done again - and
again. Sometimes these folks will wait to be baptized on their deathbed so that they do not sin before entering
heaven. This is the complete opposite of the way Lutherans and most Christians see baptism as a grace-filled event
that binds us to Christ, even though we remain in this sin-filled world. This is a modern version of Donatism.

Other folks out there under a modern kind of Donatism are those who decide to stop going to church because they
don't like the pastor or think the pastor is not worthy of the office. These folks become like the ones Paul mentions to
Timothy who develop "itching ears" (2 Timothy 4:3-4) and want a pastor who will tell them what they want to hear instead of what they need to hear. This isn't to say that every now and then there isn't a bad pastor. But the central
issue should be whether the pastor is faithfully proclaiming of the Word of God and caring of the souls entrusted to
his or her charge, and not whether a person likes the pastor or thinks that he or she is "holy" enough and does everything the way you think it should be done.
Next month: Ebionites and Marcionites

MID-WEEK ADVENT SERVICES
Plan now to attend mid-week services for Advent. Services will be held on December 2, 9, and 16. A light supper of
soup, sandwiches, and dessert will be
served at 6:00 PM, followed by Evening
Prayer beginning at 7:00. You may come
for dinner, worship, or both.
Volunteers will be needed to help provide
soup, dessert, and sandwich "fixin's" each
week. Sign-up sheets will be available at
the Welcome Desk in late November.
Please help as you are able!

ON-LINE GIVING NOW AVAILABLE
For the past couple years a number of folks in our congregation have been asking for on-line giving as a way to keep
up with their offerings when they can't get to church or when they are traveling over the summer.
Your wish has been granted!!!
As of last month, Grace is now able to take donations on line through our web site and our envelope offering provider.
To use this feature, go to our new and VERY updated web page (gracelutheranwheeling.church) and click on the
"donate" tab.
Follow the instructions to make your donation. You will need 1) your bank account and bank routing numbers (found
on the bottom of your check) and 2) your envelope box number. Once the information is set up you will not need
your envelope or bank numbers if you use the service again.
You can make donations to the General Operating Fund, the Building Fund, the Food Pantry, or Pastor's Discretionary Account. However, notice that there is a thirty cent ($.30) fee for EACH transaction. You will be asked if you
want to add thirty cents to your donation to cover this cost. If you say "NO", this fee will be automatically taken from
your donation.
Donations are direct deposited into Grace's accounts and show up on weekly reports in the office and on our monthly
bank statements. At the end of the year, you will still receive a statement from the office saying what you have contributed for the year, including your electronic giving ("e-giving").
We are excited to finally offer this new service for our members and friends, and hope it will prove to be convenient
for you to use.

HELPING HEROES
TAILGATE PARTY!
Fundraising Tailgate
party for homeless
veterans will be held on
Saturday, November
17th, at the Marshall
County Fairgrounds.
DJ,
Food,
Drinks,
Cornhole Tournament,
and much more!!!!!
Tickets are $25 and the
event starts 2 hours
prior to kickoff. Reserve
your tables in advance!!
Helping Heroes Inc. 256
Jefferson Ave., Moundsville, WV.
304.810.4291

THINGS TO REMEMBER/ONGOING ACTIVITIES
GRACE GUYS
Grace Guys will meet on November 10th at 8:30 am. Please mark your calendar for the workday. See you then!

CANS FOR WATCH
Grace members are collecting aluminum cans for WATCH. They will crush, recycle, and use the proceeds for client
events. Please bring them at any time, and place them in the large box behind the kitchen door.

RIESBECK GIFT CARDS
Riesbecks Gift Cards to benefit Thrivent are available from either Judith Myers or Tami Tysk.

GAME DAY
A free Game Day will be held on November 29th, between 11:00 AM and 3:00 PM. You can play our games or bring your
own. For more information, call 304-233-2990 or 304-242-2632.

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION
Save "Box tops for Education" from food and other products for our "Partners in Education" partner, Bethlehem Elementary School. "Box tops" can be left in the bin under the Welcome Desk .

THRIVENT
Thrivent will once again be selling the Ohio Valley Enjoy Coupon Book in November, and December. Informational Flyers
regarding the 2019 book will be located at the Welcome Desk in the Gathering Room. Proceeds from the sale will benefit
Thrivent Projects both in the church and the community. Please see Minnie Taylor or Kim Kochy to make your purchase .

PRAYER LIST
Ryan Deegan
Henri Fontaine
Faith Hartzell
Stephanie Moore-Vetanze
Zane Neuhardt
Becky Holinghead
Jodi Ennis (Hunt)
Michael & Brittany Shank
Bob Condron
Andrew Lemasters

Hines Rotriga
Amelia DaGrava
George Myers
Addison Lucas
Howard Shackelford
Barbara Knollinger
Betty June Wymer
Bill Scholley
Don McCormick
Dorothy Miller

Betty Swartz
David Ausdenmoore
Thelma Moore
Cindy Roshak
Joan Shelek
Keith McMannis
Susan Falbo
Carolyn Palverini
Nick Riggle
Dona’e Albert

***On Military Duty***
Justin Mull

Brian Coughlan

Casey Young

Parker Euri

HOMEBOUND
Lois Huffner
Mound View Health Care
2200 Floral St.,
Moundsville, WV 26041

Mabel Winesburg
218 Elm Crest Drive
Wheeling, WV 26003

Rebecca Frazier
55801 Conno-Mara Dr
Bellaire, OH 43906

Donald Carl
Carriage Inn
308 West Warren Street

Debbie Hawkins
Peterson Rehabilitation Hosp.
20 Homestead Ave.

Bertha and Robert Loth
1604 Waddell Court
Durham, NC. 27703

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Jordan Blaschak
Tami Gallaher
Marcus Weeks
Ellen Kitts
Margaret Frazier
Deborah Sgroi
Shari Drahos
Pat Franklin
Bertha Loth
Kevin Maguire
Adriana Wolf
Olivia Albrecht
Eric Castilow
Pat Coughlan
Charla Roshak

11/07
11/07
11/07
11/09
11/15
11/17
11/18
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/20
11/22
11/23
11/24
11/25

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Drew & Rebecca Beckett
Donald & Minnie Taylor
Keven & Cassandra Blaschak
Mike & Elisha Carl

11/02
11/26/55
Happy 63rd!
11/19/1988 Happy 30th!
11/28/15
Happy 3rd!

GRACE COUCIL- 2018
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Brian Crawford
Marjorie Wolf
Dennis Niess

Mike Carl
Kathy Sheller
Casey Young
Tami Gallaher

November 4, 2018
November 11, 2018
November 18, 2018
November 25, 2018
December 2, 2018
December 9, 2018
December 16, 2018
December 23, 2018
December 24, 2018
December 30, 2018

November 4, 2018
November 11, 2018
November 18, 2018
November 25, 2018
December 2, 2018
December 9, 2018
December 16, 2018
December 23, 2018
December 24, 2018
December 30, 2018

Lector
Kim Kochy
Elaine Sedilko
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Lutz Albrecht
Jeanie Deem
Brian Crawford
Pat Franklin
Tami Gallaher

Welcome Desk
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Marjorie Wolf
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Marjorie Wolf
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Volunteer
Doris Albrecht

Kochy
B & D Carl
Congregation
N & B Weeks

Flowers
Jeanie Deem
Pastor
Peggy Frazier
Jim and Tami Tysk
Myers

Altar Guild
Elaine Sedilko
Elaine Sedilko
Elaine Sedilko
Elaine Sedilko
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Altar Guild
Altar Guild

Acolyte
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire
Thomas Maguire
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire
Thomas Maguire
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire
Jamey Gallaher
Thomas Maguire

Date
November 4, 2018
November 11, 2018
November 18, 2018
November 25, 2018
December 2, 2018
December 9, 2018
December 16, 2018
December 23, 2018
December 24, 2018
December 30, 2018

Counters
Kochy
Kochy
Kochy
Kochy
McGaughy
McGaughy
McGaughy
McGaughy
McGaughy
McGaughy

PA/Sound
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer

Bread
Peggy Frazier
Jack Schneider
Pastor Spence
Marjorie Wolf
Jeanie Deem
Peggy Frazier
Jack Schneider
Pastor Spence
Marjorie Wolf
Jeanie Deem

Assisting Minister
Pat Franklin
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Brian Crawford
Pat Franklin
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan

Prayer Leader
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Peggy Blatt
Pat Franklin
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Pat Franklin
Peggy Blatt

Crucifer
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher

None
None

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Fellowship
Birthdays and Anniversaries
Kathy Sheller

Ushers
Carl Townsend Team
Brad Weeks
Nancy Weeks
Marcus Weeks
Joe Kochy Team
Bob McClure
Casey Young
Mike Wallace
Kochy Team
Kochy Team

Greeters
Peggy Frazier and Elaine Sedilko
Joe and Kim Kochy
Shari and Jessica Sedilko
Peggy Blatt and Jeanie Deem
Dorothy Broemson
Doty and Bob Carl
Brian and Vicki Crawford
Peggy Frazier and Elaine Sedilko
Volunteers
Joe and Kim Kochy

WORSHIP LEADERS

Worship 10 AM

18
Worship 10 AM

Vocal Choir
6:30 PM

Fellowship
11:10 AM

Sunday Sch 11:30

26
Dance 5 PM

25
Worship 10 AM

Congregational Meet- Dance 5 PM
ing after
Worship Service
Vocal Choir
6:30 PM

19 Food Pantry
Distribution 10 AM

Sunday Sch 11:30

Vocal Choir 6 PM

Fellowship
11:10 AM

Council Meeting
6:30 PM

12
Dance 5 PM

Vocal Choir
6:30 PM

5
Dance 5 PM

Mon

11
Worship 10 AM

Sunday Sch 11:30

Birthdays /
Anniversaries
11:10 AM

4

Sun

27
Baton Twirling
6 PM

20
Baton Twirling 6 PM

Christian Education
Meeting 6 PM

13
Baton Twirling
6 PM

Communication
Committee Mtg
6:30 PM

Baton Twirling
6 PM
4 H Leaders 7 PM
6

Tue

Office Closed

WELCA Bible Study
10 AM

Stitchers with Love
10 AM

Game Day 11 AM

29
Bell Choir 6:30 PM

Thanksgiving
Day

Stitchers with Love
10 AM

Bell Choir 6:30 PM

Strands of Comfort
10 AM

15

8
Community
Thanksgiving
Dinner in
Fellowship Hall
6 :00 PM

Bell Choir 6:30 PM

22

28

Fri

30
Heritage Dance
6 PM

Office Closed

23
Heritage Dance
6 PM

16
Heritage Dance
6 PM

9
Heritage Dance
6 PM

1 Strands of Comfort. 2
10 AM
Birthday Party in
Heritage Dance
Fellowship Hall
6 PM

Thu

21

Worship Committee
Meeting
6 PM

14
Stitchers with Love
10 AM

4H in Fellowship Hall
12:00 PM—8 PM

7
Stitchers with Love
10 AM

Wed

November 2018

24

Birthday Party in
Fellowship Hall

17

Grace Guys
8:30 AM

10

Anniversary Party in
Fellowship Hall

3

Sat

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
16 RIDGECREST ROAD
BETHLEHEM
WHEELING WV 26003
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Save the Date

Community Thanksgiving Dinner November 8th
Congregational Meeting after church on November 18th.

