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Called by God’s grace, we commit to a life of worship, service, and
Discipleship in the name of Jesus Christ

FROM THE PASTOR
The word “epiphany” never appears in the Bible. But since at least the 300’s, the celebration of the arrival of
the kings or wise men has been celebrated by the church as a recognition of the Christ child revealed to the
(gentile) nations.
Tradition says there were three kings, since they brought three gifts (what kind of cheap king shows up for a
birthday party without a gift?!?), and has assigned the names of Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. Tradition
varies on their origin except that scripture tells us that they came “from the east”.
The most reliable tradition holds that they were Persian astronomers and, having studied the stars, recognized
a star that was so different it had to mean something. So, they journeyed west until they found a place where
the star seemed to stop. Rich and educated, they had the wherewithal to travel by camel rather than walk the
whole way, and the journey took them as long as two years, based on their conversation with Herod and
Herod’s subsequent edict to kill all the boy babies in Bethlehem under the age of two (the Feast of the Slaughter of the Holy Innocents on December 28, but that’s another story).
Another less reliable tradition from the Middle Ages holds that the three wise men (or magi) represent different
races and continents and traveled on animals from their respective homelands – horses, camels, and elephants. The figures from Grace’s nativity follow that tradition from the Italian creche’s of the 1700’s. In this
version, they all journeyed separately but met each other on the way somewhere east of Bethlehem and Jerusalem and arrived at the manger together. The date of the arrival varies between December 28 in the Marionite Church to January 19, but in the Western Church the date has been celebrated on January 6 since the
early 400’s. In some churches, Christians wait until January 6 (called “Little Christmas”) to give gifts as a reminder that the Wise Men brought gifts to the Christ child.
Regardless of which tradition you find most credible, Epiphany represents the revealing of Jesus, King of the
Jews, to the gentile nations, and fulfills the prophecy from Psalm 72 that “the kings of the earth shall bow before him”.
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Normally we go right from the Sundays after Christmas and the twelve days of Christmas (ending on January 5)
to the Baptism of our Lord, which is the first Sunday after Epiphany. But this year January 6 falls on a Sunday
so we will have the opportunity celebrate the Feast of the Magi, Epiphany Day, at our Sunday morning liturgy.
A minor festival of the church, we will finish our crèche when the children complete the telling of the Christmas
story by adding the Wise Men to the scene. Special visitors will join our worship and remind us of the precious
gifts the three kings brought to the infant Jesus.
The gifts are at once honorific and prophetic. Frankincense (incense) was used in worship so that the sweetsmelling smoke would be a pleasing offering to God and, as it ascended, would carry prayers to heaven. Gold
represented the wealth of royalty. Myrrh was used at the time of burial for embalming. Thus, the three gifts signify Jesus’ divinity and his rule as King of Kings, and prophecy his death.
Not always widely celebrated, Epiphany is actually a very significant festival of the church. Plan to be present
on January 6 to celebrate the Feast of the Magi, and worship the infant King who is God incarnate, destined to
die for the sake of the nations of the world – both Jew and Gentile.

ASK THE PASTOR
With President Bush’s (41) funeral and a recent loss in our extended family, I’ve been wondering what the difference is between
a funeral and a memorial service. Is there a difference with a
Christian funeral? How about a Military funeral?
Wow, you sure know how to open a can of worms! This is a complicated subject, and since most folks rarely deal with making decisions around this question more than a couple times in their life,
there is a LOT of confusion and mis-information.
I think you have to look at it from both a theological perspective
and the perspective of the mortician. A mortician will tell you that
the basic difference is that the funeral is held with the remains
present and a memorial service is held without the remains of the
deceased present. I would argue that this is not necessarily the
case.
I have done a couple of funerals where we were still waiting for
the cremains (that’s what cremated remains are called) which
were not yet back for the funeral, but there was an urgency for the
funeral because the family had gathered for the expected death
and wanted time together to say goodbye together before they all went their separate ways. That said, most
funeral homes work very hard to have the cremains present in time for the funeral (and I have never worked
with one that did not!).
In my experience, what most people really want is a memorial service but what they ask for is a funeral. In my
definition (and in theological and liturgical terms) the difference is not whether the remains are present, but
where the focus lies. In a Christian funeral, the focus of the service is on the proclamation of the good news of
Jesus Christ and the promise of eternal life with God through the resurrection of the dead due to Christ’s death
on the cross and subsequent resurrection.
This is why fraternal rites, such as Masons or Eastern Star, DAR, SAR, and others, are conducted BEFORE the
church funeral. This is also why at the funeral of a veteran the casket is brought into the church, the flag is removed from the casket, and a pall, which has a cross on it, is put in its place. This indicates that the deceased
now rests from his or her labors and has moved from a life of service to country to the protection and redemption of the cross and citizenship in heaven. As the casket leaves the church, the pall is removed, and the flag is
re-placed on the casket to indicate that the vet is now escorted to his (her) final resting place by comrades in
arms.

Reference to the deceased is made in telling how that promise was recognized in the life of the deceased as a
child of God who lived out his/her relationship to Christ in expectation of eternal life in Christ. This is why eulogies are typically excluded from funerals. Instead, witness to Christ through the qualities of the person’s life are
included in the sermon.
The service usually concludes with a service of Commendation followed by the Committal, in which the deceased’s soul is commended to Christ and the remains are committed to a final resting place such as a grave or
columbarium to await the resurrection of the dead, although sometimes the Committal is done at the church or
funeral home due to distance from the cemetery or inclement weather. Larger cemeteries (like Greenwood) often
have chapels where the Committal takes place, which avoids the issues of mud, snow, ice, or uneven ground for
(often elderly) survivors with unsure footing.
In a memorial service, the primary focus is not on preaching the gospel and talking about eternal life but in remembering the good qualities of the deceased. The service usually centers around the eulogy and testimonials
from friends and family and may include poetry, music, and story-telling. Sometimes there are prayers and
sometimes not.
Even more ”casual” than a memorial service can be a “celebration of life”, where folks gather to remember and
celebrate the life of the loved one. This can be anything from a formal service to a barbecue or day at the lake
doing what the deceased loved to do with friends and family gathered to engage in that activity. An Irish wake
would be considered a form of a celebration of life service.
At a military funeral, the focus is on the life of the deceased as a veteran. Most people think that a military funeral is simply the presentation of the flag to the surviving family (usually the spouse), possibly a rifle salute, and
the playing of taps at the end of the Committal. Not so. A full military funeral involves rich military symbolism and
salutes by those present. Testimony (the eulogy) to the service of the veteran witnesses to how the vet conducted his or her life as a model of duty, integrity, and fidelity of service. A full military funeral can take over an
hour.
Having said all that, increasingly elements of all these things are combined in some way. The farewell to the veteran is regularly included at the end of the funeral committal. Memorial services (and funerals) are followed by a
meal that, in the days before fast food restaurants, provided sustenance before setting out for home for the friends and family of the
deceased who had traveled a long distance. Such meals have increasingly become a chance to tell stories such as might occur at a
memorial service. Increasingly, these dinners are being held at restaurants and are seen less and less as part of the extended ministry
of the church to the family at the time of the death. Memorial service
traditions, such as an expanded eulogy and reminiscences of family
and friends are creeping into and even competing with the funeral
sermon and its focus on faith and the promise of the resurrection to
eternal life.
You mentioned President Bush 41’s funeral. The rules for heads of
state and high-ranking officials are bent in a church funeral to allow
for a recognition of their public service. If you noticed, it contained all
the traditional elements of a church funeral (prayers, scripture, Apostle’s Creed) but communion was omitted. Several eulogies reflecting
on his life of service and faith were included. As head of state and
Commander in Chief, the pall did not replace the flag on his casket
for the funeral (this would also be true for generals and admirals and
sometimes colonels and Navy or Coast Guard commanders, but generally not for lower ranking officers).
Also, if you recall he actually had a public State funeral in Washington DC and a private funeral in Texas. It is not
uncommon to have a funeral service where the deceased lived and a memorial service with friends and family
where the deceased is buried, or visa versa, or to have the funeral in one place and the Committal at the graveside in another place (or even another state!).

All of which goes to say that this is increasingly complicated and the lines between funeral and memorial continue
to blur. My suggestion is that you make a list of what you want for your funeral and what your witness to Christ to
be as you pass from this world to the fullness of the Kingdom of God. Leave it where someone who will be handling your final affairs knows how to find it when the time comes or meet with the funeral home of your choice to
preplan your funeral and leave the instructions with the funeral home.
This is a long answer to what you may have thought would be an easy question, but I hope this helps.
And as always, thanks for asking!

Grace Goes "High" Tech!
Well not really "HIGH", but more "techie". Following the successful (and well-received!) release of our excellent
web page and increased distribution of the "Vine" by e-mail, Grace has now begun to evaluate how else we can
use technology to communicate.
In particular, we have been evaluating our worship and the
new Sunday School schedule. While in general the change
of time has achieved its goal of increasing attendance in
our discipleship program (Sunday School), a concern that
was communicated during the evaluation process is the
issue of how late the worship service ends and how much
time for fellowship there is between the end of the service
and the start of Sunday School.
As Worship Committee evaluated this concern, it was discovered that the announcement time for worship takes almost 15 to 20 minutes on some Sunday mornings. When
the Committee worked with the Pastor to limit announcements, the group was surprised to discover that worship
actually finished one Sunday at five minutes to eleven - or
in 55 minutes!
With input from the Adult Sunday School, Communications
Committee came up with the idea to do announcements
both in the bulletin and by video presentation in the Gathering Room and limit verbal announcements at the start of
worship. Therefore, beginning December 30, the only verbal announcements that will be made will be prayer
and pastoral concerns and special welcomes. All other announcements will be made on the video monitor in
the Gathering Room, INCLUDING sales or sign-ups, thank yous and upcoming events.
The announcements will run on a continuous loop from about 9:30 each Sunday through Fellowship time until the
end of Sunday School (around noon). Anyone who wants to put in an announcement or thank you MUST have the
information to the church office IN WRITING by 9:00 AM on Thursdays so that it can be formatted and added to the
presentation for the upcoming week. Anything NOT received by 9:00 AM Thursday will not be included in that
week's announcements. As always, the office reserves the right to edit, modify, and schedule all announcements.
America is increasingly a visual society that responds to pictures and visual media. In recognizing and keeping
with that shift, Grace will now join other congregations in using this technology to share information on Sunday
mornings.

New Storage
Grace, under the strong leadership of Brad Weeks has completed construction of new storage on the stage. The
two closets are for hanging storage of costumes (which is why they are located on the stage) and for enclosed
(and stacked) storage of PA/electrical equipment and overflow paper goods storage (paper plates, cups, napkins,
paper towels) from Fellowship Committee.
Thanks to Brad, Bill Stees, Mike Wallace, Jay Wallace, and everyone else who helped with this project.
Thanks also to Mike Wallace, Evelyn Birch, and especially Dane Birch for the hard work to construct new storage
shelving in the basement storage room for Rummage Sale donations. In 2018, several glass items were broken
because of the way the donations were stacked on top of themselves. The open shelving allows for placement of
furniture and larger boxes while putting smaller boxes on many shelves to keep them from being stacked too high
and to allow movement around the existing donations for additional donations.
Work continues on additional shelving for the storage of Advent, Christmas, and Easter decorations in this same
area. If you have some time (and a drill) and would be willing to help with this project, please speak to Pastor.

Calendars Available
Grace has received gifts of 2019 calendars from both Grisell and Altmeyer Funeral Homes. Free calendars are
available on the entry table.

About that pile of lumber. . .
Some of you may have noticed the large pile of lumber that has been deposited near
the double doors near the office entrance and wondered what it is.
The answer to that question is that it is a gift for the children of the congregation.
Having out-grown a large wood play set (approximately 500 square feet of juvenile
fun), the Pennybacker family has graciously donated the play set to the congregation
for use of our youngest members (don't worry - there is also a picnic bench and
"porch" swing for supervising moms, dads, grannies and grandpas and other chaperones!).
Council made the decision to place the play set close to the office/Education Wing entry door since that is the
closest entry to the Sunday School and other classrooms. Actual reconstruction of the play set will wait until
spring, but for now it is being stored in pieces near where it will be reconstructed. A security fence and rubber
landscape mulch will be added before the play set will be available for use.
In addition to the porch swing and picnic table the structure includes two "castles", a sliding board, swings, and a
climbing ladder.
We thank the Pennybackers for this generous gift, and look forward to our children being able to use it early in 2019!

PRAYER LIST
Ryan Deegan
Henri Fontaine
Michael & Brittany Shank
Stephanie Moore-Vetanze
Andrew Lematers
Barbara Knollinger
Jodi Ennis (Hunt)

Hines Rotriga
Amelia DaGrava
George Myers
Addison Lucas
Howard Shackelford
Keith McMannis
Betty June Wymer

Betty Swartz
David Ausdenmoore
Thelma Moore
Cindy Roshak
Dona’e Albert
Carolyn Palverini
Don McCormick

Chris Roshak
Dorothy Miller
Nick Riggle
Bill Scholley
Susan Falbo
Faith Hartzell
Zane Neuhardt

***On Military Duty***
Brian Coughlan

Casey Young

Parker Euri

HOMEBOUND
Lois Huffner
Mound View Health Care
2200 Floral St.,
Moundsville, WV 26041

Mabel Winesburg
218 Elm Crest Drive
Wheeling, WV 26003

Debbie Hawkins
Peterson Rehabilitation Hosp.
20 Homestead Ave.

Bertha and Robert Loth
1604 Waddell Court
Durham, NC. 27703

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Cindy Roshak
Niki Bennett
Jeanie Deem
Thomas Maguire
Gibb Haller
Jill Robbins
Gina Stees
Katrina Smith
Deb Kaiser
Edward Wolf
Kaitlyn Wallace
Elizabeth Wolf
Adam Wolf
Sharon Vandam
Jessie Wallace
Robert Miller
Robert Loth
Steve Sedilko
Amelia DaGrava
Linda Rush

Jan 1st
Jan 2nd
Jan 2nd
Jan 2nd
Jan 5th
Jan 6th
Jan 6th
Jan 7th
Jan 11th
Jan 12th
Jan 13th
Jan 15th
Jan 17th
Jan 19th
Jan 21st
Jan 22nd
Jan 23rd
Jan 23rd
Jan 30th
Jan 30th

Rebecca Frazier
55801 Conno-Mara Dr
Bellaire, OH 43906

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Doug and Carolyn Thompson
George & Kathleen Steber

Jan 8th
Jan 11th

GRACE COUCIL- 2019
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Marjorie Wolf
Dennis Niess
Kathy Sheller

Tami Gallaher
Diane “Dee” Coughlan
Linda Dunnell
Casey Young

January 6, 2019
January 13, 2019
January 20, 2019
January 27, 2019
February 3, 2019
February 10, 2019
February 17, 2019
February 24, 2019

Flowers

Counters
Niess
Niess
Niess
Niess
Sedilko
Sedilko
Sedilko
Sedilko

Assisting Minister
Pat Franklin
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Brian Crawford
Pat Franklin
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks

Prayer Leader
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weels
Lutz Albrecht
Peggy Blatt
Pat Franklin
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weels
Lutz Albrecht

January 6, 2019
January 13, 2019
January 20, 2019
January 27, 2019
February 3, 2019
February 10, 2019
February 17, 2019
February 24, 2019

PA/Sound
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer

Welcome Desk
Nancy Weeks
Marjorie Wolf
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Marjorie Wolf
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Marjorie Wolf

Lector
Kim Kochy
Elaine Sedilko
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Lutz Albrecht
Jeanie Deem
Brian Crawford

Acolyte
Altar Guild
Bread
Crucifer
Jamey Gallaher
Tami Tysk
Peggy Frazier
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire Brian & Vicki Crawford Jack Schneider Jamey Gallaher
Thomas Maguire
Pat Franklin
Pastor Spence
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Tami Gallaher
Marjorie Wolf
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire
Buffy Schenkel
Jeanie Deem
Jamey Gallaher
Thomas Maguire
Elaine Sedilko
Marcie Woloshan Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Tami Tysk
Peggy Frazier
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire Brian & Vicki Crawford Jack Schneider Jamey Gallaher

Date
January 6, 2019
January 13, 2019
January 20, 2019
January 27, 2019
February 3, 2019
February 10, 2019
February 17, 2019
February 24, 2019

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Fellowship
Birthdays and Anniversaries

Ushers
Chris Schenkel Team
Mike Carl, Shari Sedilko
Chuck Koehler
Buffy Schenkel
Jim Gallaher Team
Tami Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Larry Rush

Greeters
Peggy Blatt and Jeanie Deem
Dorothy Broemson/Betty Danehart
Doty and Bob Carl
Brian and Vicki Crawford
Peggy Frazier and Elaine Sedilko
Joe and Kim Kochy
Shari and Jessica Sedilko
Peggy Blatt and Jeanie Deem

WORSHIP LEADERS

Sunday School
11:30 AM

Vocal Choir 6:30 PM

28
Dance 5:00 PM

27
Worship 10:00 AM

Fellowship 11:10 AM

21
Dance 5:00 PM
Vocal Choir 6:00 PM
Council Meeting
6:30 PM

Vocal Choir 6:30 PM

14
Dance 5:00 PM

20
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship 11:10 AM
Sunday School
11:30 AM

13
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship 11:10 AM
Sunday School
11:30 AM

Sunday School
11:30 AM

Vocal Choir 6:30 PM

7
Dance 5:00 PM

6
Worship 10:00 AM

Birthdays / Anniversaries
11:10 AM

Mon

Sun

29
Baton Twirling
6:00 PM

22
Baton Twirling
6:00 PM

15
Baton Twirling
6:00 PM

30
Stitchers w/Love
10:00 AM

23
Stitchers w/Love
10:00 AM

16
Stitchers w/Love
10:00 AM

9
Stitchers w/Love
10:00 AM

2
Stitchers w/Love
10:00 AM

1
OFFICE
CLOSED

8
Baton Twirling
6:00 PM

Wed

Tue

Luther Room Resv’d
4-H Leaders

31
Bell Choir 6:30 PM

Bell Choir 6:30 PM

24
Game Day 11:00 AM

Bell Choir 6:30 PM

17
Strands of Comfort
10:00 AM

10
Bell Choir 6:30 PM

Bell Choir 6:30 PM

3
Strands of Comfort
10:00 AM

Thu

January 2019

25
Heritage Dance
6:00 PM

18
Heritage Dance
6:00 PM

11
Heritage Dance
6:00 PM

4
Heritage Dance
6:00 PM

Fri

26

19

12
Grace Guys 8:30 AM

5

Sat

Debt Reduction
Grace is currently carrying a Line of Credit from Wesbanco. The amount owed is divided into three parts, two
of which were related to the renovations and construction.
Council is please to report that, as of December 31, the part of the Line of Credit for renovations and construction has been PAID OFF IN FULL. In addition, that part of the Line of Credit for the reconstruction and installation of the organ (which was $25,000) is now below $22,000. It is expected that the organ part of the Line will
be substantially reduced in 2019 by at least $15,000, and possibly paid off by this time next year. Payments on
both of these parts of the Line are made from contributions to the Building Fund.
That just leaves the third part, which was for the installation of new furnaces and air conditioning for the Education and Community Ministry Wings, which amounts to $10,000. Payments on this part of the Line come from
the General Fund. So far, we have not been able to make substantial payments on this part of the Line.
Even so, the achievement of paying off the 2016 renovations and being within sight of paying off the debt on
the organ is a significant event - one that some doubters said would never happen - and a cause for celebration!
Grace and its members and friends are to be congratulated for the faithfulness, vision, and stewardship that it
took to reach this goal. With continued good stewardship and financial leadership from our Finance and Stewardship Committees and Council, Grace can look forward to being COMPLETELY DEBT FREE by the end of
2020!
Congratulations and "Well Done"!

THINGS TO REMEMBER/ONGOING ACTIVITIES
GRACE GUYS
Grace Guys will meet on January 12th at 8:30 am. Please mark your calendar for the workday. See you then!

CANS FOR WATCH
Grace members are collecting aluminum cans for WATCH. They will crush, recycle, and use the proceeds for
client events. Please bring them at any time, and place them in the large box behind the kitchen door.

RIESBECK GIFT CARDS
Riesbecks Gift Cards to benefit Thrivent are available from either Judith Myers or Tami Tysk.

GAME DAY
A free Game Day will be held on January 24th between 11:00 AM and 3:00 PM. You can play our games or
bring your own. For more information, call 304-233-2990 or 304-242-2632.

BOXTOPS FOR EDUCATION
Save "Box tops for Education" from food and other products for our "Partners in Education" partner, Bethlehem
Elementary School. "Box tops" can be left in the bin under the Welcome Desk.

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
16 RIDGECREST ROAD
BETHLEHEM
WHEELING WV 26003
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Grace Guys Saturday January 12th 2019 at 8:30 AM
WELCA Bible study Wednesday, January 16th 2019 at
10:00 AM
Food Pantry Distribution January 15th 2019 at 10:00
AM. (Call church if you need help 304.242.5830)

