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From our Pastor
How Will Our Worship Be Different As we Come Back into the Building?
Now that places of worship are allowed to reopen in West Virginia, what can you expect when you come to
Grace on Sunday? Things will be different for a while, and the Council has taken very deliberate and wellthought-out steps to try to keep people as safe as possible.
You need to recognize that up to 35% of the people who have Covid -19 will have NO SYMPTOMS. It is
important to protect others and yourself by taking precautions to continue to slow the spread of the virus
until a vaccine can be found. Also, as of this writing Governor Justice has lifted the 25-person limit on
church gatherings SUBJECT TO THE 6 FOOT SOCIAL DISTANCING. This means we can have more
people in worship but still not as large a group as we are used to having.
Here are some general things to know about returning to worship.
First of all (and this can’t be said enough!) IF YOU ARE SICK, STAY HOME! If you have a health condition that makes you more susceptible to infection or if you are caring for someone who has a health condition that you might put at risk if you brought home the virus, think twice about how much you should be out
in public. The Sunday morning service will continue to be posted each week on Facebook for those who
cannot attend. Anyone who is afraid of being infected by attending services should stay home.
Due to cleaning and social distancing concerns, the congregation will temporarily hold services in the Fellowship Hall due to its simpler access, better ability to social distance six feet apart, and the ease with
which the room can be sanitized between services. The service will be projected on the large screen,
thus eliminating the need for hymnals or printed bulletins.
In addition to the current 10:00 AM Sunday service, an extra service will be added on Sunday at 6:00 PM.
The break in between will give the Sexton and cleaners additional time to sanitize the space between services, as well as allowing the ventilation system to adequately circulate air in the room. It will still be helpful if you call or email the office to say which service you plan to attend. Even though there can be more
than 25 people, attendance still will be limited due to the number of people who can assemble while allowing for the six-foot social distancing requirement.
A printed bulletin with announcements will be made available for people to take home, but will not be
passed out prior to the service in order to cut down on people leaving bulletins behind and making people
have to pick up the trash that others left behind. Bulletins with weekly announcements will be placed in a
basket by the door to pick up on your way out.
The services of the congregation will resemble the regular Sunday morning rite as much as possible. Adjustments will be made as required to accommodate social distancing, safe handling practices, and other
health safety issues.

When singing, more air is forced from the lungs. Therefore droplets travel further than when speaking.
Due to the mechanics of singing and the distance that the virus can spread with a singing voice (about 20
feet) as opposed to a speaking voice (about 6 feet), congregational singing and especially choirs will be
temporarily discontinued. Those parts of the liturgy that have been sung will now be spoken. However, in
order to maintain this important vox ecclesia (voice of the church), keyboard music, other instrumental musical solos or duets, or vocal solos from at least 20 feet away from the next closest person will be allowed
and encouraged under conditions closely monitored by the pastor and Director of Music.
Check out the list below and be ready to participate joyfully when you come to worship.
When you pull into the parking lot, note that there will be cones in every other space. This is to allow people to get in and out of their cars without being too close together. This will also allow people to socialize
from car to car while keeping the six-foot social distance.

When you enter the building, you will be given hand sanitizer to use and asked to wait to be seated. In
order to minimize people walking past each other, seating will be from the back of the room to the front of
the room. In the Fellowship Hall, chairs, or groups of chairs (for families) will be placed six feet apart side
-to-side and seven feet apart front to back. The seven-foot distance will allow for some persons to remain seated while others behind them are standing and still keep six feet between them.
Seating will be adjusted to allow people who traveled in the same car to sit together. Please stand six
feet apart (there will be markings on the floor and sidewalk) until an usher indicates where you can sit.
The pulpit and Communion table will be placed 20 feet from any other seating in order to allow for the
projection of the voice during preaching and consecration. The portable PA system will be used at the
pulpit.
As you come into the building, you should be wearing a mask. For the time being, MASKS WILL BE REQUIRED FOR EVERYONE ATTENDING WORSHIP. In short, no shirt, no shoes, no mask, no service!
If you have a mask, please bring it from home. If you do not have a mask, one will be offered to you that
you may keep and wash and reuse. If you forget your mask, a disposable mask will be provided. If you
refuse to wear a mask, you will not be permitted to enter the building. Since it is impossible to know
whether you are an asymptomatic carrier (a person who has a mild case of Covid-19 but is showing no
symptoms), love your neighbor and help keep them healthy by wearing a mask.
You may remove your mask to receive the sacrament. Otherwise you should keep your mask on. (This
guideline is identical to the one being used by the Wheeling Charleston Roman Catholic Diocese and the
Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia). In order to be understood more clearly, the pastor may remove his/
her mask during preaching as long as he/she is at least 20 feet away from the congregation and briefly
during the prayer of consecration but will resume the wearing of the mask at all other times, including during the distribution of the sacrament.
The presider will take precautions while consecrating the elements to reduce contamination of the wafers.
Likewise, the Altar Guild will wear gloves and masks when setting up for the sacrament. The sacrament
will be distributed in one kind (wafers only) and the presider will use tongs to minimize contact.
Social distancing will be required at all services. There must be six feet of separation between persons.
Every effort will be made to accommodate those who come, but once the reduced seating capacity of the
room is reached, no others may enter the church.
Greeters and ushers have been instructed to stop shaking hands with people and to simply greet people.
In addition, greeters will take on the role of asking people to wait at the door and indicate how many people will be seated together, and of providing hand sanitizer to each person. Ushers will prepare seating
based on the number of people entering and recommended social distancing practices, and then signal
people to take their assigned seats.
Children’s Bulletins will be placed in a basket by the entry before the service, but no crayons or markers
will be provided. People are encouraged to bring their own markers from home or take the bulletin home
and color or do the puzzles at home.
Hymnals will not be used.
The door to the church will be left open until the service begins to reduce the number of people grabbing
the door handles. After the worship service begins the door will be closed and locked.
The offering plate will no longer be passed The receiving basin will be placed by the entry door and people will be asked to place their offerings in the plate as they enter or leave.
While the Rite of Reconciliation (Sharing of the Peace) will continue as part of the communion rite, the
practice of Passing the Peace will be temporarily discontinued. We will return to the Peace as it was implemented in the Service Book and Hymnal as simply a responsive greeting between the Pastor and the
Congregation.

The communion elements and veiled chalice will be placed on the communion table.

Communion will be distributed by “continuous communion” from the front of the room to the back,
meaning that everyone will be invited to come up to the table and receive the bread there. Wine will
not be offered.
Ushers will bring only one row of seating at a time and mark appropriate social distancing between individuals and families. Again, marks on the floor will show where to stand while you are waiting to come
forward
Children will be blessed by using the sign of the cross, and not marking the cross on the child’s forehead.
Once you receive the sacrament, you will also receive a blessing and encouraged to “Go in Peace”. At
that point you may simply exit to your car.

People should go directly out when dismissed and not linger in the building for conversation.
The pastor will no longer greet people at the door after the service.
Some of worship will look and feel the same, but other parts will be different. Care has been taken to
plan a worship experience that is safe while keeping the essential character of our liturgy and theology.
We know that these changes will be temporary, but we are not sure for how long. Please be patient
and participate as you are able. Remember that it is not the holy place that make a church. It is the
church that makes the place holy. And we are the church, the Body of Christ.

Summer Activities
An article yesterday showed the five most likely crowds in which someone can pick up the Covid-19
virus. They are: Birthday parties, worship services, weddings, funeral, and pot-luck dinners.
So how many of those are church related?
With that in mind, Grace will continue to suspend all small groups and committees until the situation improves. Council has resumed meeting and other
activities, such as the Food Pantry, will continue, and individuals continue to
work on small projects in the building, like sorting for the rummage sale and
making repairs to the building.
Vacation Bible School is also cancelled as a group activity, although we are
working on a plan for a virtual Bible School. More on that as things develop.

If the spread of Coronavirus remains under control, it is possible that much of our former schedule can
resume at the end of the summer. Until then, stay home, stay safe, and stay in touch with each other.
Our return to worship is a positive sign, but we still must be use caution until treatments and other preventive measure are available.

Church Words
This month we look at vestments, those robes and other garments worn by worship leaders
both to provide some uniformity of appearance to those leading worship and to hide whatever unfortunate fashion choices people may make. (I once had a predecessor who had a
plaid orange 3-piece suit that he wore on Sunday morning. But I digress.)
Formerly pastors wore a “preaching gown”, which was basically a take off on an academic
black gown. Pastors who had received a degree of some higher education would wear their
graduation robe to lead worship as a sign that they had been trained and could be trusted
with spiritual things.
A variation on this was the cassock, which evolved especially in the Anglican (Episcopal) tradition as the
primary robe for clergy and others. Usually black for clergy and adult choirs, the cassock was covered
with a white overgarment. The length of the garment gave some indication as to the importance of the
person wearing it in terms of the hierarchy of worship leadership. Pastors and assistants wore a surplice,
although the surplice for non-ordained assistants was sometimes shorter than the pastors.
Choir members wore a shorter one that went to about the waist and was called a cotta.
Children and youth choirs frequently wore red cassocks, but occasionally you would find
blue cassocks as well. Those of a certain age will fondly (?) remember wearing cottas with
horribly huge red bows for children’s choir – something that sometimes made children look
like gifts becoming partially unwrapped during performances.
Starting in the 70’s, the Roman alb began to make a return to worship leadership, and today
is generally used across Roman Catholic and Lutheran Churches, as well as many United
Methodist and Presbyterian churches. Some Presbyterians still favor the preaching gowns,
while Episcopalians continue to use the cassock and surplice almost exclusively. Most of the worship
leaders at Grace now wear albs, while our acolytes continue to wear red cassocks.
The alb is belted around the waist with a cincture, usually a rope-like cord which is double over and tied.
The cincture is usually white, but various colors are available, and a few places use cinctures that match
the color of the season. There is also a band cincture, which is a strip of cloth in the color to match the
alb which ties much like the rope cincture but lies flat.

PRAYER LIST
Ryan Deegan
Henri Fontaine
George Myers
Stephanie Moore-Vetanze
Andrew Lemasters
Barbara Knollinger
Jodi Ennis (Hunt)
Dona’e Albert
Nick Riggle
Jim Gallaher & Family
Carrie Sacco
Bob McDonald
Art Henry

Hines Rotriga
Amelia DaGrava
Thelma Moore
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Susan Falbo
Carolyn Polverini
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Richard Chrisfield
Kristin McGavitt
Sister Mary
Jerry Findel

Betty Swartz
David Ausdenmoore
“Elizabeth”
Cindy Roshak
Linda Porter
Doris Schafer
Dorothy Miller
Zane Neuhardt
Peggy Frazier
Willow Hollingsworth
Minnie Taylor
John Kidd
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ON MILLITARY DUTY
Brian Coughlan

Casey Young

Parker Euri

HOMEBOUND
Dorothy Cox
Good Shepherd Nursing Home
Room 214
159 Edginton Lane
Wheeling, WV. 26003

Becky Frazier
55801 Conno-Mara Dr
Bellaire, OH 43906
Wheeling, WV 26003

Bertha & Robert Loth
c/o Grace Lutheran Church
16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV. 26003

Debbie Hawkins
Peterson Rehabilitation Hospital
20 Homestead Ave.
Wheeling, WV 26003

Chris Roshak
c/o Grace Lutheran Church
16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

Kitty Hagedorn
18 Willow Avenue
Wheeling, WV 26003

Eileen Hempelmann
207 Boggs Hill Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

Howard & Betty Shackelford
333 Dement Road
Triadelphia, WV 26059

Jim Gallaher
40 Suncrest Avenue
Wheeling, WV 26003

Mabel Winesburg
218 Elm Crest Drive
Wheeling, WV. 26003

GRACE COUNCIL 2020
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Pat Franklin
Marjorie Wolf

Sean Young

June 4

Mary Stees

June 5

John Roshak

June 6

Vicki Crawford

June 7

Caitlin Skiba

June 7

Gregory Sgroi

June 9

Jessica Sedilko

June 15

Chris Schenkel

June 16

Bob McClure Jr

June 18

Michael Wakim

June 21

Cadence Maguire

June 21

Mike Carl

June 22

Cassandra Blaschak

June 23

Jay & Kathy Wallace

June 3

Caiden Shondrick

June 23

Steve & Elaine Sedilko

June 11

Thomas McGaughy

June 27

Cheryl McClure

June 29

Dennis & Donna Niess

June 16

Andrew Nelson

June 30

Jim & Tami Gallaher

June 19

Tim & Laurie Spence

June 19

Lutz & Doris Albrecht

June 24

Tami Tysk
Diane “Dee” Coughlan
Brian Crawford
Dennis Niess
Linda Dunnell

Bradley & Nancy Weeks June 29

June 7, 2020
June 14, 2020
June 21, 2020
June 28, 2020
July 5, 2020
July 12, 2020
July 19, 2020
July 26, 2020

June 7, 2020
June 14, 2020
June 21, 2020
June 28, 2020
July 5, 2020
July 12, 2020
July 19, 2020
July 26, 2020

Date
June 7, 2020
June 14, 2020
June 21, 2020
June 28, 2020
July 5, 2020
July 12, 2020
July 19, 2020
July 26, 2020
Lector
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Lutz Albrecht
Brian Crawford
Jeanie Deem
Pat Franklin
Tami Gallaher
Kim Kochy

Welcome Desk

Flowers for
Flowers given by
Honor of Isaac Schaaf Kim & Joe Kochy
Jessica's birthday
Steve & Elaine
Anniversary
Pastor & Laurie
Anniversary
Brad & Nancy Weeks
Anniversary
Shawn & Vicki Gilmore
Honor of Bob Carl
Doty Carl
Carri & Rose's birthday Brad & Nancy Weeks
Memory of Lois Schunn
Anita Schunn

Altar Guild
Marty McNabb
Marty McNabb
Marty McNabb
Marty McNabb
Buffy Schenkel
Buffy Schenkel
Buffy Schenkel
Buffy Schenkel

Acolyte

Counters
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Joe & Kim Kochy
Joe & Kim Kochy
Joe & Kim Kochy
Joe & Kim Kochy

PA/Sound
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer

Bread

Assisting Minister

Prayer Leader
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Pat Franklin
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Pat Franklin
Pastor Spence

Crucifer

Fellowship

Ushers
Bob McClure Team
Casey Young
Mike Wallace
Joe Kochy
Chris Schenkel Team
Chuck Koehler
Buffy Schenkel
Chris Schenkel Team

Greeters
Joe & Kim Kochy
Dorothy Broemson & Betty Danehart
Doty Carl
Brian & Vickie Crawford
Dorothy Broemson & Betty Danehart
Doty Carl
Brian & Vickie Crawford
Dorothy Broemson & Betty Danehart
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28
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Worship 6:00 PM

29
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15
Dance 5:00 PM
Council 6:30 PM

30

Red Cross Class 5:30
PM
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9

2

1
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8
Dance 5:00 PM

Tue

Mon

14
Worship 10:00 AM

Worship 6:00 PM

7
Worship 10:00 am

Sun

24

17

10

3

Wed

25
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11

4

Thu
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SAVE THE DATE!
THINGS TO REMEMBER/ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Cans for Watch
Grace members are collecting aluminum cans for WATCH. They will crush, recycle, and use the
proceeds for client events. Please bring them at any time, and place them in the large box behind the kitchen door.

Riesbeck Gift Cards
Riesbeck Gift Cards to benefit Thrivent are available from either Judith Myers or Tami Tysk.

