THE GRACE VINE

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
“
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Called by God’s grace, we commit to a life of worship, discipleship, and
service in the name of Jesus Christ
Years ago I heard the story from the early 1970’s of an old African American minister from the Deep
South – Alabama or Mississippi, someplace like that. To say he was old is an understatement because
the story grew out of a newspaper reporter’s question during an interview at the minister’s 100th birthday
party.
After the usual questions about his life and work and family, the reporter asked the man what, as a minister, was his favorite Bible verse?
He thought for a minute and then responded, “And it came to pass.” She waited for the rest of the passage but nothing else came. “What came to pass?” she asked.
“That’s it,” he answered. “Doesn’t matter. Whatever it is, in God’s great plan it didn’t come to stay. Until
we sit in the heavenly Kingdom everything is passing. It came to pass. Only God’s Kingdom lasts forever.”
What an amazing answer! This man had been born just after the Civil War. He was the son of newly
freed slaves and lived through Reconstruction and the rise of the KKK, the Jim Crow South, and the
struggle for voting rights. He lived through the Spanish American War and the Spanish Flu epidemic.
He was born in the horse and buggy age and was celebrating his birthday in the Space Age, having recently seen a man walk on the moon. He was old enough to remember the Battle of the Little Big Horn
and the capture and death of Geronimo and Sitting Bull.
He had seen the creation of the National Park system, the development of interstate highways, and
Alaska becoming the 50th state. He survived World Wars 1 and 2, the integration of the US Army under
Truman, the Korean War, and was living during the war in Vietnam. He watched Martin Luther King’s
great “I Have A Dream” speech from this living room and the first televised presidential debate. In his
lifetime three presidents had been assassinated.
He had lived to see the invention of the automobile, electric lighting, indoor plumbing, radio, airplanes,
steel battleships, the telephone, and color television. He had seen the passage of the 13 th amendment
to the Constitution abolishing slavery and the 15th and 19th amendments giving first black men and then
women the right to vote. He had lived through Prohibition and its repeal and then through the Great Depression.
None of that compared to the Kingdom of God.
16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV 26003
Church Telephone: (304) 242-5830
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:00 AM

“And it came to pass...” There is a lot of wisdom in that phrase. Jesus says, “Seek first the Kingdom of
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring troubles of its own.” (Matthew 6:33-34, NRSV)
We live in a time where we worry about the present and the future. When will we be able to go back to
work? When can we go out to eat again? When will our kids be able to go back to school? What is the
job market going to be like for new graduates? Is it safe to go out? Where can I buy meat or toilet paper
or…? When will things get back to normal?
“And it came to pass.” Such a simple phrase really, but one packed with meaning and insight. As we
watch and wait in these days, we need to remember that none of this is permanent. Only the Word of
God and the Kingdom of God are permanent, and we do not yet see the fullness of that promise.
This is a difficult time in our world. Extreme steps are being taken to provide for the health and safety of
our health care workers and those who are the “front lines” of essential services in our society, like grocery store and pharmacy workers, people who keep the lights on and the trash picked up and the water
flowing.
This means that we can’t get out to do what we want and to be where we want to be.
But it came to pass. It won’t last forever, and the important thing is that we remain faithful in our vision of
and commitment to the ultimate reality of God’s Word and God’s Kingdom, and that we recognize the impermanence of what we know in this world.
That’s it really. This virus isn’t permanent. It is not the Kingdom of God. It came to pass, and we hope to
be together again soon as the people of God gathered around Word and sacrament as we receive a foretaste of the feast to come and a glimpse into the only truly permanent things: The Word of God and the
Kingdom of God.
I’ll see you when this passes.

When will we get back to church?
As Pastor said in last week’s sermon, the idea of what is “normal” is actually a false idea, and that what is
normal at one point in our lives changes as we get older and other things in our life change. Still, the
question on everyone’s mind is, “When we will get back to “normal” church?”
Executive Committee met on a conference call on April 20 and agreed that we will take our cues on when
to reopen for worship from the Governor and other state and health department officials. We will keep
you posted as to that date.
Meanwhile, the church is not closed. Only the building is closed. Our life of prayer and praise in the
church continues in our separate devotional lives and in our various broadcasts. Know that Laurie and
Pastor are present Sunday morning from 10 to 10:30 saying Morning Prayer and ringing the bell at 10:30
to call the community to the Lord’s Prayer together. Even though the congregation is not able to gather
there has been a continuous presence in the nave of the church every Sunday at the 10:00 hour, and
there will continue to be until it is safe for us to gather again.
Until then, continue with your own devotional life. Use what is being sent out. Watch the videos that are
being distributed. Pray for those on our prayer list from the “Vine”. Keep in touch by telephone or other
electronic means with those of our congregation, and especially check on those who may be more isolated due to age or transportation difficulties.
Once we are back together, we will have to discover what the NEW normal is, because life will have
changed. But that’s okay. That’s part of life. After all, we are resurrection people. Like the disciples, we
are learning to live in the new normal that is life after the resurrection. For the Lord is risen indeed!
Keep the faith. We’ll be together again soon.

Stewardship Moment
During this time when most churches are not holding live worship services, many churches have seen a
drop in giving and stewardship, some as much as 90%.
Grace is fortunate in that we have a solid understanding of stewardship and that those who are able are
continuing to send in their offerings by snail mail, to drop them off at the office, or to give using the eoffering link on our web page.
As a result, Grace has only seen about a 14% drop in income. Meanwhile we are cutting expenses like
electric, gas, and water by cutting back the heat in unused areas of the building and turning off unused
appliances, like refrigerators and hot water heaters, until we are back in the building more.
The net effect is that Grace is “holding its own” as far as expenses and SO FAR, has not had to dip into
reserves to meet on-going expenses like payroll, utilities, mowing, and other fixed costs.
If you have been able to keep up with your giving and are among those who have been faithful in sending
in your offerings for the work of the church, THANK YOU.
If, however, you have found yourself laid off or are having trouble making ends meet during these difficult
economic times, please know that the church is in a position to provide help with food and other necessary expenses, even if it is only as a loan until you receive unemployment or a stimulus check.
We are in this life of being a COMMUNITY of faith together, and in this community of faith we watch out
for each other and help as we are able. Thanks to all those who find that they are able to help, and may
we be a blessing to those who find themselves in need of help.

Food Pantry
We have arranged for emergency food distribution for families or individuals
who have found themselves stuck at home and unable to get out for whatever
reason, especially for those who are quarantined.
Since March 15 we have served two families with emergency needs. Thanks
to your generosity, we were also able to provide seven families with the supplies for an Easter dinner and provided help to two additional families.
Those who received the help send their thanks for your presence with them during this difficult time.

Children’s Education Opportunities
Grace continues to have an on-line Sunday School for 3 to 10-year-olds lead by Katrina Smith each Saturday morning. Recently we were also to begin distributing an additional Christian Education Resource
to our children and families along with the weekly Children’s Bulletin.
If you would like your children or grandchildren to be part of that group,
please contact the church office and we will
make the connections for you to link with that
program.

Worship Opportunities
Don’t forget that, until we can worship in person, Grace continues to worship electronically and as a
community gathered in spirit and in truth.
Grace continues to broadcast a brief service of Responsive Prayer each Saturday at 2:30 PM with a
short homily based on the texts for that Sunday. The service will be broadcast live via Facebook. Responsive Prayer is posted on our web site under the “Worship” tab and you may follow along with the
responses. After about 4:00 PM Saturday the service will then be posted on our Facebook page for
viewing later. All worship posts can be accessed directly through our Facebook page or through the
Grace web site (listed above) at any time after their initial posting. On any given week, about 140
people view the broadcast!
The Grace Community continues to pray the Lord’s Prayer each Sunday morning at 10:30 as a community of faith. Laurie and Pastor arrive at the church just before 10:00 and read Morning Prayer together, and then ring the Pater Noster (Our Father) bell to call the community to prayer at 10:30 each
Sunday morning. Invite your friends and family to pray with our community of faith each Sunday at
10:30.
Continue to pray for those on our Prayer List (see the Grace Vine or the web site), and for our political
leaders, for health care workers, for first responders, and especially for those suffering from the Covid19 virus and for those grieving the loss of loved ones due to the disease. Pray for those who will die
alone, and for the families who grieve those whom they have lost. Also, pray for those who are facing
tough economic times because of layoffs and closures.
We continue to send out weekly devotional resources by e-mail. Usually these will arrive on Tuesday.
We continue to celebrate that “week of weeks”, the Great Fifty Days of the Easter Season, with hope
of the resurrection to eternal life that is already ours through our baptism into the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. For the Lord is Risen! (He is risen indeed!)

Quote of the Month
Those of you who are regular attenders in worship know that each week I try to post a “Quote of the
week”, which tries to be something related to the lessons for the day, the day or season of the Church
Year, or from something I have been reading.
With this issue of the “Vine”, I continue that “quote” tradition while we are apart from one another, with
a quote from Dr. Deborah Birx.

“Social Distancing is hard work. But if you do it right, nothing will happen. Nobody will get sick, the
hospitals will not be overtaxed, and at the end of it everybody will be mad because nothing happened,
and nobody got sick. And that’s just the point. If you do it right, nothing happens. And if you do it
wrong, we will have a lot of sick people and an overwhelmed health care system. So be patient. We
want to get this right!”

Church Words
This month we look at three words, two of which are related and one of which is VERY appropriate to
the season.
The first word is Alleluia. Everybody knows how to pronounce that. This is one of the rare words in the
church that comes from Hebrew and not Greek or Latin.
The word comes from the Hebrew “Hallelujah”, which means “Praise the Lord”. The word is described
in scripture as the song of heaven. For that reason we see it as an Easter word, and at Grace (and in
many traditional churches) we put away (or bury) the Alleluia during Lent until the Day of Resurrection.
Alleluia and Hallelujah are essentially the same word. Alleluia is the Greek spelling of the Hebrew Alleluia, kind of like the English (and American) words colour and color or the German and English words
kaffee and coffee (and very unlike the English and American words aubergine and eggplant – no clue
as to what that is all about - but I digress.).
As an aside, Grace is looking for someone to make an Alleluia banner that we could hang in the Education Wing hall and that we could use as part of that rite of Burying the Alleluia on Transfiguration Sunday. Let Pastor know if you would be willing to work on that and he can share designs with you.
The other words for this month are both Greek and are related. Antiphon (AN-tih-fon) refers to something that is before or after. So when you see the psalm printed in the bulletin with music before it as a
response that is the psalm antiphon.
The word that goes with this is antiphonal (an-TIH-fon-al), which most often refers to the practice of
reading or more commonly singing something back and forth. In other words, you sing first, and I sing
after you. We use the antiphonal method of singing of the psalm at various times of the year when the
choir starts, and the congregation sings back. Other ways to do that are side to side or from a leader
and the congregation, although with a SINGLE leader this is more commonly referred to as responsively
rather than antiphonally.
So we are working our way through the liturgical alphabet. Next month we will take up some more “A”
words.

Cancellations
Due to the uncertainty as to when we will be able to meet again and the need to get publicity out and
make other preparations, the Blessing of the Bikes, the Salad Luncheon, and the Strawberry Festival
have all been cancelled for 2020.
Vacation Bible School is tentatively being planned for July 24-28, and a final decision as to whether to
proceed or cancel will be made later. The Three Lutheran Tenors concert originally schedule for April
26 has been postponed until October. The annual Charity Rummage Sale has also been postponed
with no future date in mind, but as Pastor said, “We’ve GOT to get all this stuff out of here!” so it will be
held later this year at a date to be determined.
Synod Assembly has also been cancelled indefinitely.

Adult Educational Opportunities
We are looking at beginning an Adult Sunday School/study via a group chat like Google or Zoom. If this
is something that would interest you, please let the church office know of your interest either by e-mail
or phone call, and let us know if you have a cell phone or computer so we can determine the best way
to gather people around this resource.

PRAYER LIST
Ryan Deegan
Henri Fontaine
George Myers
Stephanie Moore-Vetanze
Andrew Lemasters
Barbara Knollinger
Jodi Ennis (Hunt)
Dona’e Albert
Nick Riggle
Jim Gallaher & Family
Carrie Sacco
Bob McDonald
Art Henry

Hines Rotriga
Amelia DaGrava
Thelma Moore
Addison Lucas
Bill Scholley
Keith McMannis
Susan Falbo
Carolyn Polverini
Jay Wallace
Richard Chrisfield
Kristin McGavitt
Sister Mary

Betty Swartz
David Ausdenmoore
“Elizabeth”
Cindy Roshak
Linda Porter
Doris Schafer
Dorothy Miller
Zane Neuhardt
Peggy Frazier
Willow Hollingsworth
Minnie Taylor
John Kidd

ON MILLITARY DUTY
Brian Coughlan

Casey Young

Parker Euri

HOMEBOUND
Dorothy Cox
Good Shepherd Nursing Home
Room 214
159 Edginton Lane
Wheeling, WV. 26003

Becky Frazier
55801 Conno-Mara Dr
Bellaire, OH 43906
Wheeling, WV 26003

Bertha & Robert Loth
c/o Grace Lutheran Church
16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV. 26003

Debbie Hawkins
Peterson Rehabilitation Hospital
20 Homestead Ave.
Wheeling, WV 26003

Chris Roshak
c/o Grace Lutheran Church
16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

Kitty Hagedorn
18 Willow Avenue
Wheeling, WV 26003

Eileen Hempelmann
207 Boggs Hill Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

Howard & Betty Shackelford
333 Dement Road
Triadelphia, WV 26059

Jim Gallaher
40 Suncrest Avenue
Wheeling, WV 26003

Mabel Winesburg
218 Elm Crest Drive
Wheeling, WV. 26003

GRACE COUNCIL 2020

Barbara Holbert

May 2

Jay Wallace

May 14

Nancy Weeks

Anita Schunn

May 14

Lutz Albrecht

Eileen Hempelmann

May 15

Pat Franklin

Jane McGaughy

May 21

Marjorie Wolf

George Myers

May 22

Tami Tysk

Kayde Potts

May 25

Diane “Dee” Coughlan

Megan DaGrava

May 28

Brian Crawford

Donna Niess

May 30

Dennis Niess
Linda Dunnell

Sean & Kim Young

May 4

George & Judith Myers

May 22

Steven & Jeanie Deem

May 29

Notes

Flowers

May 3, 2020
May 10, 2020
May 17, 2020
May 24, 2020
May 31, 2020
June 7, 2020
June 14, 2020
June 21, 2020
June 28, 2020

PERSON(S)
CANNOT
BE AT THE
WELCOME DESK
AND
ASSISTING
MINISTER
ON SAME SUNDAY!

Lector
Tami Gallaher
Kim Kochy
Mary Maguire
Elaine Sedilko
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Lutz Albrecht
Brian Crawford

Welcome Desk
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Doris Albrecht
Nancy Weeks
Doris Albrecht

May 3, 2020
May 10, 2020
May 17, 2020
May 24, 2020
May 31, 2020
June 7, 2020
June 14, 2020
June 21, 2020
June 28, 2020

Altar Guild
Mary Maguire
Mary Maguire
Mary Maguire
Mary Maguire
Mary Maguire
Marty McNabb
Marty McNabb
Marty McNabb
Marty McNabb

Acolyte
Thomas Maguire
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire
Thomas Maguire
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire
Thomas Maguire
Jamey Gallaher
Kevin Maguire

Date
May 3, 2020
May 10, 2020
May 17, 2020
May 24, 2020
May 31, 2020
June 7, 2020
June 14, 2020
June 21, 2020
June 28, 2020

Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess
Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess
Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess
Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess
Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko

Counters

PA/Sound
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer

Bread
Jeanie Deem
Peggy Frazier
Pastor Spence
Marcie Woloshan
Lutz & Doris Albrecht
Jeanie Deem
Peggy Frazier
Pastor Spence
Marcie Woloshan

Pat Franklin
Shawn Gilmore
Vickie Gilmore
Mary Maguire
Don McNabb
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Brian Crawford

Assisting Minister

Prayer Leader
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Pat Franklin
Ellen Kitts
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Pat Franklin
Ellen Kitts

Crucifer
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher
Jamey Gallaher

Birthdays / Anniversaries

Birthdays / Anniversaries

Fellowship

Ushers
Carl Townsend Team
Brad Weeks
Nancy Weeks
Marcus Weeks
Carl Townsend Team
Bob McClure Team
Casey Young
Mike Wallace
Joe Kochy

Greeters
Joe & Kim Kochy
Dorothy Broemson & Betty Danehart
Doty Carl
Brian & Vickie Crawford
Jeanie Deem & AJ Beckett
Joe & Kim Kochy
Dorothy Broemson & Betty Danehart
Doty Carl
Brian & Vickie Crawford

WORSHIP LEADERS MAY-JUNE 2020

31 PENTECOST
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship 11:10 AM

24
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship 11:10 AM

Sunday School 11:30 AM
Children’s Choir

17
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship 11:10 AM

Sunday School 11:30 AM

10
Worship 10:00 AM
Fellowship 11:10 AM

25
OFFICE CLOSED
MEMORIAL
DAY

18
Dance 5:00 PM
Council Meeting
6:30 PM

11
Dance 5:00 PM

4
Dance 5:00 PM

3 CONSECRATION SUNDAY
Worship 10:00 AM

Birthdays/Anniversaries
11:10 AM
Sunday School 11:30 AM

Mon

Sun

Baton Twirling 6:00
PM

26

Baton Twirling 6:00
PM

19

Baton Twirling 6:00
PM

12

Baton Twirling 6:00
PM

5

Tue

Thu

2

1

22

27
28
29
Vocal Choir 6:30 PM Game Day 11:00 AM
Heritage Dance 6PM
4H Meeting 7:00 PM

Heritage Dance 6PM

20
21
Vocal Choir 6:30 PM Strands of Comfort
10:00 AM

13
14
15
Vocal Choir 6:30 PM
Heritage Dance 6PM

30

23

16

9
Grace Guys 8:30
AM

Sat

Fri

6
7 Strands of Comfort 8
Vocal Choir 6:30 PM 10:00 AM
Red Cross Class
6:00 PM
Heritage Dance 6PM

Wed
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GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
16 RIDGECREST ROAD
BETHLEHEM
WHEELING WV 26003
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SAVE THE DATE!
THINGS TO REMEMBER/ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Cans for Watch
Grace members are collecting aluminum cans for WATCH. They will crush, recycle, and use the
proceeds for client events. Please bring them at any time, and place them in the large box behind the kitchen door.

Riesbeck Gift Cards
Riesbeck Gift Cards to benefit Thrivent are available from either Judith Myers or Tami Tysk.

