THE GRACE VINE

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
“

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit” John 15:5

OCTOBER 2020
Rev. Timothy Spence, Pastor

Home Telephone: 304-905-6188 - gracelutheranwheeling@comcast.net

Called by God’s grace, we commit to a life of worship, discipleship, and
service in the name of Jesus Christ
Some Christians don’t think we should talk about money or finances in the church. In fact, they get offended when we talk about Stewardship.
The truth is that Jesus talked about money more than anything else except the Kingdom of God, and
many of his parables were about money and finances. Some Bible scholars have suggested that this is
because Jesus recognized that for most of us money means security, and that, for some people, finding
security in money means we are not finding our primary security in God. Being challenged on that as a
faith issue makes some people uncomfortable.
Stewardship is about being good managers of what we have. We are stewards of our households and
our household budget and resources, although we don’t often think of it that way.
The steward is the person who is in charge of the resources, so stewardship is about proper management of those resources.
As Christians, we believe that each of us has been given certain resources to be used for God’s purposes and for the building up of the church and God’s kingdom. These resources fall into three categories:
•

Time

•

Talent

•

Treasure

TIME refers to the hours that are given to us in any day or week. In addition to the hours spent in our
weekly routine of school, work, and the necessities of daily living, we should be using our time for service
to God (worship and discipleship) and service to the neighbor (mission).
TALENT refers to those abilities that God has given to each of us. The letters of Paul are full of references to giftedness and the abilities that God gives to each of us for growing in faith and building up the
Body of Christ, which is the church. We believe and teach that each of us is given certain gifts in our
baptism through the Holy Spirit for strengthening ourselves, others, and the church. When we neglect to
use these God-given abilities or talents for God’s purposes, we are failing to live up to our God-given potential.
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TREASURE refers to the physical resources that God blessed us with in life. While these resources are
essentially everything that God provides as our “daily bread” – as Luther describes it “everything included
in the necessities and nourishment of our bodies, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, farm, fields,
livestock, money, property, and upright spouse, upright children, upright members of the household, upright
and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, health, decency, honor, good friends, faithful
neighbors, and the like”. A portion of these resources are then to be returned to God for God’s work in
gratitude for all that God has given to us.
As we approach Daylight Savings Time and the daylight shortens, we are even a bit more mindful of our
time and how we use it. We should always use our TIME to enter in to worship each week and into a brief
period of daily devotions. We should also commit ourselves to the continuing journey of growing in faith
and understanding through study and discipleship and use part of our commitment of time for mission and
the programs of the church as we are able. For example, those who are unable to get out and help with
the Food Pantry, teaching Sunday School or serving in worship can still make their commitment of time by
spending extra time in prayer for our congregation, those who are in need, and our church leadership.
The Stewardship Committee, along with the Nominating Committee and Council, are constantly on the
lookout for the gifts that people are bringing to the congregation for the building up of Grace. As tasks and
projects are identified, the members of the congregation
are considered for the God-given TALENTS that each
one brings to Grace, and how those talents can best be
used for the building up of Grace and for God’s work
through Grace.
And as we look to next year, we once again consider our
resources and how we will maintain the programs, building, and staff that are the resources that help us carry out
our work, as well as what kind of financial support we
can provide to the larger mission of Christ’s church. Under the direction of the Congregation Council and the
guidelines of our constitution, the Stewardship and Finance Committees annually asks each person or household what percentage of the gifts that they have been
given by God they will “return to the Lord” for the work of
the church and for mission in the world.
Normally we would do this each October as part of a
Stewardship campaign, and this year we had planned to hold a Consecration Sunday on October 11,
where we would consecrate the statements of intent that folks are making for next year. A “statement of
intent” says that, “Everything else being equal, this is what I (we) intend to give to the work of Christ next
year”. Of course, if something were to change such as a family emergency, health crisis, or job loss, obviously that intent would change. Likewise, a job promotion or salary increase might also indicate a review of
the intent.
Still, we hold up the “Christian tithe” (10 % of income) as the model and goal for stewardship. However,
the Committee recognizes that not everyone is capable of making that level of commitment for any number
of reasons. Still, we believe it is helpful for Christians to consider their giving to the church on an annual
basis as a way of evaluating their commitment to put God first in life. So, we are asking each person to
evaluate his giving and make a “step up for Christ”.

The chart below asks you to see what your level of income is and then consider how much you committed
this year. For those of you who are already giving to the maximum of your ability due to being on a fixed or
otherwise limited income, overwhelming health expenses, or other major expenditures, please be assured
of how grateful we are for your continued and generous support as you are able.
For those of you who are already tithing and have the means, consider second mile giving – making a special, one-time gift to a particular ministry (or a
group of ministries) of the church such as World
Hunger, support for a foreign missionary, Campus
Ministry, Community Lutheran Partners, or Camp
Luther.
For those of you who are still on the spiritual journey leading to tithing, consider increasing your
giving by 1% next year. In other words, if you have been giving $1 a week, make it $1.01. If you have been
giving $5 a week, consider making it $5.05, and so on. The chart below will help you estimate what that “1
step up” in your giving would look like.
Times have been tough for many people, and we recognize that due to the current economy not everyone
is able to give at the level he could like. But we also know that for many there has not been a significant
decrease in household income due to the pandemic. We know that both groups will look to their finances
and respond to the call of Christ to give as we are able in the year ahead.
Meanwhile, thank you for your continued support for Christ’s work and ministry so far this year!

MISSIONS
Just because Grace has not been operating “like we used to”, this does not mean that things have
stopped. As noted elsewhere in this issue of the Vine, Grace continues to worship and is slowly creeping
back into what music program is possible. Strands of Comfort has begun to meet again, and Sunday
School will be starting in October.
The Missions Committee has been especially active. Our Food Pantry continues to operate. The “Not
One More” program with Bethlehem Fire Department and Bethlehem Elementary School has been initiated for the 2020-2021 school year, although this year’s distribution will probably not be able to be done in
person.
Committee members and volunteers have continued to serve at St. Luke’s Soup Kitchen and new opportunities are being sought to support Bethlehem Elementary in this challenging time. Other volunteers
have worked in small groups to sort and categorize items for the rummage sale in order to make preparation for that event easier when the time comes.
The Committee is grateful to all those who continue to help in so many ways and to support the mission
work of Grace going on “behind the scenes”.

SUNDAY SCHOOL RETURNS (Sort Of)
Adult Sunday School will begin on Sunday, October 18, beginning at 11:00 . The class will be held in the
Gathering Room and tables will be spread out to allow for social distancing.
To begin the year we will finish our study on the book of 2 Samuel that was interrupted last March.
Once we are done with that, we will move on to an 11 session study of Luther’s The Freedom of the Christian.
The Freedom of the Christian was first published in 1520 and has become a classic statement of a Lutheran understanding of moral and ethical theology based on solid Biblical principles. 2020 marks the 500 th
anniversary of its publication.
Copies of the book will be available for participants and are $15.00. Those who can afford it are invited to
contribute to the cost of the book. For those who cannot afford it or who chose not to keep the book, copies will be available through the church library.
Copies will also be made available for those who want to study the book at home, and a link will be provided to the study guide for home use.

Details on Sunday School for children are still being worked out, but
we hope to begin about the same time in October. Classes will be
online, although we do not yet know whether they will be prerecorded and posted on our web site or whether they will be
livestreamed like they were last spring.
The teachers and support staff will continue working and planning in
the weeks ahead to make Sunday School happen for our children.
Please watch the bulletin and the Vine for announcements and information as plans progress. Letters and notices will also be sent to
parents via snail mail or e-mail, so be sure the church has your correct email address to ensure rapid communication as plans are finalized.

WORSHIP PLANS
The Council continues to monitor and evaluate our worship style and space.
At this time, we will continue to worship in the Fellowship Hall because it allows us to create social distance more effectively between people while sitting.
Our ability to move back into the nave is based in part on the current attendance. We can comfortably
move back into the nave given our current average numbers.
However, word has gotten back that there are several people who have said that they will not worship in
the Fellowship Hall but will come back to worship in the nave under the same conditions. We know that
this is disappointing to some, but God is still God and Jesus is still present “wherever two or three are
gathered”, and the Augsburg Confession teaches us that where “the gospel is preached in its purity and
the sacraments are administered according to the Gospel” there is the church. The Fellowship Hall is not
as pretty as the nave, but it is allowing us to keep each other safe and is still very much the church.
Meanwhile, we still have many people who cannot or should not attend worship with a gathering of people
in an enclosed indoor space. People who are elderly or infirm or who have medical conditions or are concerned about transmission of the disease due to other health issues should continue to stay home.
Please know that Pastor is willing to come to your house to bring you communion. Up to this point he has
sat with people outside and remained masked while they receive the sacrament. If you would like Pastor
to come and bring you communion, please call the office to arrange an appointment. Unfortunately, he is
still restricted from hospital and nursing home visits.
The plan is to continue to broadcast our services going forward, and some additional media equipment is
being ordered to allow that to happen more effectively. So, those of you who cannot attend will still be
able to view the service each week on Facebook or YouTube.

BRINGING BACK THE MUSIC
Due to the nature of the Coronavirus we have not been able to sing as a congregation and the vocal choir
has not been able to practice or lead us in worship, while the handbell choir is also restricted in its rehearsals.
Coronavirus is spread through microscopic droplets that come out of our respiratory system when we
breath or talk or sing. When we talk, they go out about three feet. Masks help reduce that distance and
being six feet apart means I don’t inhale what you’ve exhaled and visa versa. Think about breathing out
on a cold morning when you can “see your breath”, and you’ll quickly understand the problem.
But because of the biomechanics (the way our bodies work) when we sing or make music with an instrument, the extra force used to produce the sound means the droplets are pushed out further. The same is
true of yelling, shouting, or booing. This is why we haven’t been singing. Also, having the bell choir or
vocal choir stand or sit next to each other during a practice or presentation means that we are closer than
the safe six-foot distance.
Thankfully, there are other ways to make music. Keyboard instruments (pianos and organs), percussion
instruments, and stringed instruments do no create vapor droplets as they are played. Also, a solo voice
is less likely to infect if it can be placed 20 feet way than a full choir standing next to each other.
Handbells can be played six feet apart with two or four players not sharing bells or sharing a longer table
while doing duets or quartets, thus reducing the number of people that are standing at the bell tables.
As we move into fall, our music staff is working hard to find new ways to bring more music safely back into
our worship. Someday, hopefully not too far off, we will be able to sing again as a congregation. But until
then, we will use what music we can to maintain this important Lutheran tradition in our worship.

THE LAST SHALL BE FIRST
Someone recently asked why we seat people from the back to the front as they come into worship and
then dismiss from the front to the back.
The biggest reason is so that people aren’t walking past each other and are keeping that good, six-foot
social distance.
While we have been more relaxed with enforcement of this of late, the principle is the same: Don’t stand
too close to each other for too long in order to reduce the risk of transmission of the virus in case you are
a carrier but not showing any symptoms.
So by seating people in the back and moving to the front, and then letting the people in front commune
and leave first, we are reducing the number of people who walk past each other during worship and thereby reducing the risk of transmission of the virus.

So it’s “first in, last out”, or, Biblically speaking, “The last shall be first, and the first shall be last.”

STRANDS OF COMFORT for Fall 2020
Good news for all of you knitting and crocheting
enthusiasts and wannabees! Our prayer shawl ministry, Strands of
Comfort, is back to a regular meeting schedule as of mid-September.
The group will meet on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at
4:30 pm in Grace’s Luther Room. This new time accommodates work
schedules better than their previous morning meeting time. They are
also trying to keep driving after dark to a minimum by not meeting in
the evening. The group will work for an hour, officially, but if you want
to come a bit early or stay a bit later, that’s just fine!
The group’s main focus is making prayer shawls that are consecrated
in a worship service, then distributed as a need arises; at present
about 50 shawls have been given out by Pastor Spence. They also
make baptismal shawls and wedding shawls for members of the congregation and their families. The group has also made about 40 baby
hats for Wheeling Hospital’s neonatal unit. What a busy bunch!

In Loving Memory of Marjorie Wolf

If you would like to learn to knit or crochet, this is the perfect opportunity to learn. Diane Coughlan has a
beginners’ crochet class that just started in mid-September. Laurie Spence can get you started with an
easy knitting project while you “learn the ropes”. You don’t need to bring any supplies with you to get
started; loaner beginning materials, hooks, needles, etc. are available.
Everyone will follow all of the Covid 19 guidelines in place by wearing a mask at all times and sitting close
enough to chat but far enough away to be 6 feet apart. Lots of hand sanitizer will be available also. The
September meeting had 7 people attending, including 2 “newbies”. If we get a few more, we will move
from the Luther Room to the Gathering Room, where we can spread out a bit more.
Strands of Comfort’s October meeting dates are Tuesday, October 6 th and Tuesday, October 20th at 4:30
pm. Hope to see you there!

SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING CALLED
The Congregation Council has called a SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING for SUNDAY OCTOBER 11 immediately after worship in the Fellowship Hall. The sole purpose of this meeting is to vote
on Council’s proposal to replace the large door on the west side of the Fellowship Hall.
This door is in awfully bad shape and is almost completely rotted out at the bottom, allowing cold air and
water to pass under the door. A person can physically put his hand all the way under the door due to rot.
The door frame is badly rusted and will also need to be replaced.
Discussion around replacing this door has gone on for several years, and the decision has been delayed
by the fact that this is an over-sized, non-standard door (standard doors are 36” wide, and this door is 44”
wide), so the cost is very high.

In the end, Council determined that there is value in keeping the large width of this door and is proposing
to replace the existing wooden door with a metal door. This is especially important since this door is on
the “weather” side of the building which receives most of the rain and winter weather that blows into our
area from the west.
Unfortunately, the cost of a new, metal, oversized door will exceed the amount Council is permitted to
spend outside of the budget without congregational approval, which is why the meeting is being called. It
is hoped that a prompt approval will mean that the door can be replaced before winter weather arrives.
A quorum of 25 people will be needed to move forward on this project. Please try to attend if you are able
so we can take this important vote and replace this door before winter.

A REFLECTION
My grandmother survived the Spanish Flu epidemic, two world wars, the Great Depression, Vietnam, the
Korean War, the ‘60’s, and the death of her one-year-old infant. She learned to ride a bicycle and her
grandson’s motorbike, and to drive a “rig”, a team of horses, a car, and a tractor, and went from cooking
on a coal stove to an electric range and a microwave.
Every morning and evening for more than sixty years she milked cows, fed an average of 50 chickens
and a half dozen pigs, and sold eggs and made and sold butter to help pay the bills. She grew a garden
that was big enough to feed her family while canning everything they needed to survive the year and
baked fresh bread, rolls, cookies, and pastries every week. For several years she ran a general store
and later cleaned houses for people and worked on the cleaning staff of the local hospital, all while serving as caregiver to a number of older women.
She did all this while raising five teen-aged brothers as a 23-year-old woman following the death of both
of her parents, two kids of her own whom she and my grandfather put through college, and helped to
raise three grandchildren (including those of her daughter who was widowed at 38), and her first two
great-grandchildren. She walked a mile each way to church, sometimes twice a week, until she was in
her 40’s, and during the Depression somehow always managed to have enough extra food to send some
to poor or needy families and the elderly in the community.
If she could do all that, I can wear a mask and stay six feet apart until Covid-19 settles down.

PRAYER LIST
Ryan Deegan
Henri Fontaine
George Myers
Stephanie Moore-Vetanze
Andrew Lemasters
Barbara Knollinger
Jodi Ennis (Hunt)
Dona’e Albert
Nick Riggle
Jim Gallaher & Family
Carrie Sacco
Bob McDonald
Art Henry
Sean Datson
Sean Dutton

Hines Rotriga
Amelia DaGrava
Thelma Moore
Addison Lucas
Bill Scholley
Keith McMannis
Susan Falbo
Carolyn Polverini
Nettie McClure
Richard Chrisfield
Kristin McGavitt
Sister Mary
Jerry Findel
Elaine Anderson
Dr. Dennis Niess

Betty Swartz
David Ausdenmoore
“Elizabeth”
Cindy Roshak
Linda Porter
Doris Schafer
Dorothy Miller
Zane Neuhardt
Peggy Frazier
Willow Hollingsworth
Minnie Taylor
Shari Sedilko
Karen Walker
Brian Lester

ON MILLITARY DUTY
Brian Coughlan

Casey Young

Parker Euri

HOMEBOUND
Dorothy Cox
Good Shepherd Nursing Home
Room 214
159 Edginton Lane
Wheeling, WV. 26003

Becky Frazier
55801 Conno-Mara Dr
Bellaire, OH 43906
Wheeling, WV 26003

Bertha & Robert Loth
c/o Grace Lutheran Church
16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV. 26003

Debbie Hawkins
Peterson Rehabilitation Hospital
20 Homestead Ave.
Wheeling, WV 26003

Chris Roshak
c/o Grace Lutheran Church
16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

Kitty Hagedorn
18 Willow Avenue
Wheeling, WV 26003

Eileen Hempelmann
207 Boggs Hill Road
Wheeling, WV 26003

Howard & Betty Shackelford
333 Dement Road
Triadelphia, WV 26059

Jim Gallaher
40 Suncrest Avenue
Wheeling, WV 26003

Don Taylor
Peterson Rehabilitation Hospital
20 Homestead Ave.
Wheeling, WV 26003

GRACE COUNCIL 2020

Nancy Weeks
Tom Porter

October 3

Lutz Albrecht

Casey Young

October 5

Pat Franklin

Camryn Young

October 7

Linda Dunnell

Peggy Blatt

October 9

Kayla Matz

October 10

Tami Tysk

Betty Danehart

October 11

Maverick Keller

October 18

David Coughlan

October 20

Luther Smith

October 20

Stacy Zelowski

October 21

Lutz Albrecht

October 23

Brian Crawford

October 26

Donald McNabb

October 27

Breanna Shondrick

October 27

Jim Tysk

October 27

Kathy Sheller

October 28

Amanda Drahos

October 28

James (Jamey) Gallaher October 29
III

Diane “Dee” Coughlan
Brian Crawford
Dennis Niess

Joseph & Linda Rush

October 5

Pat & Diane Coughlan

October 14

Tim & Megan DaGrava Jr. October 17
Robert & Heather McClure October 24
Jr.
John & Cindy Roshak

October 24

Jim & Tami Tysk

October 25

5
Dance 5 pm

12
Dance 5 pm

19
Dance 5 pm

Council 6:30 pm

26
Dance 5 pm

4
Worship 10 am

11
Worship 10 am

18
Worship 10 am

Adult Sunday School 11
am

25
Worship 10 am

Adult Sunday School 11
am

Mon

Sun

27

20
Strands of comfort
4:30 pm

13

6
Strands of comfort
4:30 pm

Tue

28

21

14

7

Wed

29

22

15

30

23

16

9

2

1

8

Fri

Thu

OCTOBER 2020

31

24

17

10

3

Sat

Flowers for

Welcome Desk

Acolyte

Altar Guild
Brian & Vicki Crawford
Brian & Vicki Crawford
Brian & Vicki Crawford
Brian & Vicki Crawford
Pat Franklin
Pat Franklin
Pat Franklin
Pat Franklin
Pat Franklin
Lector
Lutz Albrecht
Brian Crawford
Jeanie Deem
Pat Franklin
Kim Kochy
Elaine Sedilko
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Flowers given by

October 4, 2020
October 11, 2020
Memory of (notes)
Ron Johnston
October 18, 2020 Honor of Penel ope Kochy Joe & Kim Kochy
October 25, 2020
40th Anniversary
Jim & Tami Tysk
November 1, 2020
November 8, 2020 Sidney Deem (Notes )
Jeanie Deem
November 15, 2020
Honor of
Mary Maguiire
November 22, 2020
Honor of
family
November 29, 2020
Honor of Family
Minnie & Don Taylor

October 4, 2020
October 11, 2020
October 18, 2020
October 25, 2020
November 1, 2020
November 8, 2020
November 15, 2020
November 22. 2020
November 29, 2020

Date
October 4, 2020
October 11, 2020
October 18, 2020
October 25, 2020
November 1, 2020
November 8, 2020
November 15, 2020
November 22, 2020
November 29, 2020
PA/Sound
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Volunteer
Counters
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Joe & Kim Kochy
Joe & Kim Kochy
Joe & Kim Kochy
Joe & Kim Kochy
Joe & Kim Kochy

Bread

Greeters

Prayer Leader
Ushers
Lutz Albrecht
Buffy Schenkel
Pat Franklin
Chris Schenkel
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Joe Kochy
Pat Franklin
Bill Stees
Pastor Spence
Jay Wallace
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Assisting Minister
NOTES
Marcie Woloshan
Brian Crawford
Gloria Jane Johnston, David Johnston
Pat Franklin
and our parents
Shawn Gilmore
Vicki Gilmore
Don McNabb
Sidney is Granddaughter of Jeanie
Tami Tysk
Bill & Brandy Maguire
Nancy Weeks
Don & Minnie Taylor's anniversary
Marcie Woloshan

Crucifer

WORSHIP LEADERS OCTOBER-NOVEMBER 2020

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
16 RIDGECREST ROAD
BETHLEHEM
WHEELING WV 26003
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SAVE THE DATE!
THINGS TO REMEMBER/ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Cans for Watch
Grace members are collecting aluminum cans for WATCH. They will crush, recycle, and use the
proceeds for client events. Please bring them at any time, and place them in the large box behind the kitchen door.

Riesbeck Gift Cards
Riesbeck Gift Cards to benefit Thrivent are available from either Judith Myers or Tami Tysk.

