THE GRACE VINE

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

16 Ridgecrest Road
Wheeling, WV 26003
Church Telephone: (304) 242-5830
Sunday Morning Worship - 10:00 AM

“

I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit” John 15:5

MARCH 2021
Rev. Timothy Spence, Pastor

Home Telephone: 304-905-6188 - gracelutheranwheeling@comcast.net

Called by God’s grace, we commit to a life of worship, discipleship, and
service in the name of Jesus Christ

“Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Ash Wednesday includes these words as the ashes are placed on the forehead of each person. They are
a reminder of our mortality, that we are made from the dust of the earth and are only animated and given
life by the Spirit of life which God breathes into us.
The year of Covid has given us a year to reflect on our mortality. We have been afraid of catching the virus. We shut down our lives, stopped seeing people, tried to work around closed businesses, or tried to
find ways to be safe at work. The life of the church slowed as we considered how we could be God’s
people together in community while still being God’s people apart.

Ultimately, we have found ways to cope. But the need to wear masks, to social distance, to restrict how
much we go out and where we go, and to get in the line to receive the vaccine all have reminded us that
we are mortal and one day will die. Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.
In the days before modern antibiotics and anesthetics for surgery, before blood transfusions and heart
transplants, before x-rays and cat scans, people died more often and at younger ages. If you lived to the
age of five, you had a pretty good shot at life. But the infant mortality rate was high. We now live longer,
and simple things that used to kill us now can be treated with a pill or outpatient surgery. A simple appendectomy, like the one that killed my uncle when he was one year old in 1934, is no longer a lifethreatening surgical procedure, but is instead a routine surgery with a high rate of survival. A simple cut
that got infected was once life-threatening, and now is treated with a shot and a course of antibiotics. Remember you are dust, and to dust you shall return.

Ash Wednesday calls on us to remember our creature-liness, that we are the created and not the creator.
We are of the dust dusty and made up of about $2.00 worth of chemicals and a whole lot of water. And
yet all this has been marvelously combined as a miraculous way to create a living being!
Ash Wednesday starts us out on our Lenten journey. It calls us to remember our dustiness, our creatureliness, and asks us to consider what kind of people we are and, being made in the image of the God who
gathered up the dust of the ground and made us living beings, what kind of people we OUGHT to be. It
invites us into a journey of prayer and self-reflection so that we can draw closer to the One who has made
us and gives our dusty forms a “new and right”, living Spirit.
In this Lenten season, may you discover new truths about yourself. May you find new connections to the
One who animates you and gives you life. And may you find a new understanding of the Creator who
gathered up the dust of the earth and formed you into a living, breathing human being, made in the image
of God.

Holy Week Schedule
Plan to attend these important events as we remember the Passion of Our Lord between April 1st and 4th:
Maundy Thursday – Holy Communion.
Good Friday – Traditional Service with Passion Reading and Adoration of the Cross 7:00 PM.
Easter Festival Service Sunday – We celebrate with joy the resurrection of our Lord! 10:00 AM

About Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday
Palm Sunday is March 28 this year and Easter is April 4. While it is hoped that there will be substantial
progress towards having a large percentage of the population vaccinated by then, we know that there will
still be people waiting to receive a vaccination and that some restrictions like masks and social distancing
will still be in place.
Because these restrictions will still be in place, attendance at these services will be limited due to the maximum capacity of the sanctuary given social distancing requirement. Our maximum attendance inside the
building will be about 56 people. Therefore, both of these services will be TICKETED events. What this
means is that you will have to call the office to get a ticket in order to attend that morning’s worship.
Reservations for Palm Sunday and Easter will be taken at the church office beginning MARCH 1. AFTER
MARCH 1, please call to let us know your name and the number of people who will be attending with you.
If no one is in the office, please leave a message on the machine. You will also be able to make a reservation when you attend worship on Sunday mornings in March.
This information will be used to assign seats that will preserve social distancing requirements while still allowing the maximum number of people in the nave.
When you come in, your ticket will indicate where your assigned seat or group of seats is. As much as
possible, we will try to assign your seats close to where you traditionally sat in the nave “pre-Covid”. Once
the capacity of seating in the nave is reached, overflow seating will be assigned in the Gathering Room.
When all the seats in the Gathering Room are full, you may still attend by doing “drive-in church” in your
car in the parking lot.
Please note that, if you do not have a ticket indicating a seating assignment, we may still be able to accommodate you for worship IF there are seats available. However, once all available seats are taken, given
restricted seating requirements, you will not be able to be seated for Palm Sunday and Easter services.

Annual Meeting Announced
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 14, immediately following worship.
The agenda for the meeting will include the review of financial and activity reports for 2020, and election of
Voting Members to Synod Assembly, and the election of a Nominating Committee. Copies of the Bulletin
of Reports for 2020 will be available from the Church office beginning on Wednesday, March 3, and will be
available after worship on Sunday, March 7.
Please remember that a quorum of 25 voting members is required to do business at the meeting and try to
attend as you are able. As always, those with health concerns should plan to remain at home for safety.
Please note that March 14th is also when Daylight Savings Time begins, so don’t forget to change your
clock!!!

Mid-week Lenten Services
As was our practice for Advent, the weekly dinner prior to the mid-week services for Lent will not be held
due to Covid -19 precautions.
However, a short reflective prayer and preaching service will be held each Wednesday in Lent. Services
will begin at 7:00 PM.
The theme for this year’s services will be ‘The Journey to Jerusalem”. Each week we will visit one of the
places where Jesus stopped on the journey form the Mount of Transfiguration to the eastern gate of Jerusalem and Palm Sunday. Along the way we will hear about the people Jesus met, the miracles he did,
and the stories he told while teaching.
The places will be:
February 24 – Cana of Galilee
March 3 – Capernaum of Galilee
March 10 – A Samaritan village
March 17 – Bethany near Jerusalem
March 24 – Jericho

Drive-in Church
We are now broadcasting our services with a limited-range FM transmitter into the parking lot around the
building each Sunday morning.
People arriving who want to participate in the service but are hesitant about coming into the building with
a larger group of people in an enclosed space can pull into the parking lot, tune their car radio to FM
102.3, and listen to the service in real time. At the appropriate time, communion will be brought out to the
cars for those who desire to receive the sacrament.
At this time, it is expected that, once we are back in the nave and even after all Covid-19 restrictions are
lifted, we will continue to broadcast services each week on Facebook and YouTube. We are working on
making some changes so that those broadcasts can happen in real time instead of being downloaded for
afternoon viewing. Drive in broadcasts will continue as long as there is a need and desire for those services, and the technology we have purchased will be available to us for other events in the future.

Committee Work
With the increasing number of vaccines and the declining number of Covid cases, it is hoped that Grace’s
committees can get back to planning and begin to return to those ministries that are important to us, such
as Christian Education and fuller Worship.
Meanwhile the year of Covid has offered us a rare and unique chance to step back and evaluate our annual calendar for activities.
• Was there something you really missed that we should keep doing?
• Was there something that we’ve been doing that you didn’t miss and wouldn’t care if we didn’t start
that again?
• Did you think of a different way to accomplish something and would like to see Grace try something
new?
All of these are questions for committees to evaluate and consider Grace’s ministries as we begin to move
forward again.
ALL Committee chairperson and Council liaisons should begin now to talk with their committee members
and try to set a date for a planning meeting in late summer.

Ask the Pastor
Question: We heard a lot about demons during Epiphany from the first chapter of Mark’s Gospel. What
are demons? Do they exist today?
Answer: A very contemporary question and one that gives a lot of people a LOT of trouble.
First of all, let’s admit that if we believe in other-worldly beings like angels that are aides in the work and
will of God, we have to be open to the existence of other-worldly beings who are opposed to God’s work
and God’s will that are demons. I would also suggest that if some people can act angelically that other
people can also act demonically. Think Jeffrey Dahmer or Adolf Hitler. So in both senses demons are
real and active.
Having said that, we need to understand that in Biblical times lots of things were ascribed to demon possession that we would not consider that way today. Epilepsy was commonly seen as a form of demonic
possession. People were ostracized and a grand mal seizure was cause to remove someone from “polite
society”. I mean, you just can’t have little Suzy throwing herself on the floor every time grandma walks in
the room! People will get the wrong idea! They may even start to think grandma is a witch! (See the slippery slope we start down?)
Today we understand mental and physical illness differently, recognizing conditions (like epilepsy or leprosy) that were very much feared as unknown and untreatable in biblical times, but which today are highly
treatable, if not completely curable, with modern medicines.
I also think that we can look at those things which bind people (like addictions or other problems) and,
which conspire to prevent people from fully living the life God intends us to live and our ability to be the
people God wants us to be.
In Mark chapter one there is a lot of both healing and the casting out of demons. In a modern world I think
the way we should read that is through the lens of the Jewish concept of shalom. Like the Hawaiian word
aloha, shalom is a loaded term that can mean hello, peace, and the blessing of wholeness, depending on
how it is used.
I think the stories of casting out demons and the stories of healing in chapter one of Mark should be seen
together under the concept of shalom, meaning wholeness. Jesus restores people to wholeness by addressing whatever need is necessary. For some, that may be an actual, identifiable physical illness. For
others, it may be an unknown (at that time) illness that is scary and that some ascribed to demonic presence. For some it may be something that is binding the person and keeping them from being whole, like
an addiction or mental illness – a kind of demon of the will or mind. And (I think), for a very small number,
it may have been an actual demon. In the stories Jesus restores people to the wholeness – the shalom of mind, body, and spirit.
While theologically demons may be real, they are probably much, MUCH less of a force than some people
would like to allow them to be. The danger is that we ascribe too much influence to what scares us and
what is unknown, instead of facing our fears with the power and confidence of Christ. By assigning every
unknown to demons, we give the forces of evil a great deal of power, probably much more than they deserve or should have. By facing our fears and the unknown with the knowledge that Christ knows all
things and can deal with all things, we can, as Paul says, “do all things through Christ who strengthens
(us)”.
So take the Mark readings about casting out demons with a grain of salt. Understand the fear of the unknown for what it was and is. But more importantly, recognize the power of God to bring us back into
wholeness and peace – into shalom - and have no fear because Christ is with us.

Hope this helps. And as always, thanks for asking!

Blood Drive Scheduled, New Task Group Formed
In response to a recent request from Vitalant (formerly the Central Blood Bank of Pittsburgh), Grace has
consented to host a blood drive on March 18 from noon until 5:00 PM. Sign-up sheets for congregational
members are available now. Meanwhile, the drive will be advertised to the public.
Grace is essentially just providing the space. All volunteers and staff will be handled by Vitalant. At the
same time, Vitalant has received a special grant that will make a donation to a designated food bank or
food pantry for each donor recruited. Grace’s Food Pantry has been named the recipient of this grant for
this blood drive.
As a result of this request and similar opportunities that have arisen over the years, a new Health Care
Task Group has been created to help with related ministry initiatives. This task group will be a subcommittee of the Missions Committee, similar to the Food Pantry and Strands of Comfort. Its function will
be to coordinate health care programs and opportunities for the congregation and with outside groups,
including Health Right.
It will also have the responsibility for educating congregational members about healthy lifestyles and
health related issues and will be responsible for maintaining the Grace Walking Trail in the parking area.
Other possibilities include an annual service of prayers for healing in conjunction with the Worship and
Music Committee.
Health care professionals in particular are being sought to be part of this task group. If you would like to
be part of this group, please speak to Pastor.

YouTube Issues
It was recently reported to us that some people were having trouble accessing the Sunday morning services on YouTube. The problem was identified and hopefully has been fixed. If you continue to be unable to access worship on YouTube, please let the office know so that the Communications Committee can
explore other solutions
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Honor D. Hawkins BD Tysk Family

Flowers given by

Lector
Elaine Sedilko
Tami Tysk
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Lutz Albrecht
Brian Crawford
Jeanie Deem
Pat Franklin

Welcome Desk

Flowers for
None

Altar Guild
Vickie Craword
Vickie Craword
Vickie Craword
Vickie Craword
Pat Franklin
Pat Franklin
Pat Franklin
Pat Franklin

Acolyte

Prayer Leader
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Pat Franklin
Pastor Spence
Nancy Weeks
Lutz Albrecht
Pat Franklin

Crucifer

Counters
Assisting Minister
Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess
Tami Tysk
Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess Nancy Weeks
Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess Marcie Woloshan
Dr. Dennis & Donna Niess Brian Crawford
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Pat Franklin
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Shawn Gilmore
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Vicki Gilmore
Steve & Elaine Sedilko
Don McNabb

PA/Sound

Bread

Distribution Minister
Nancy Weeks
Marcie Woloshan
Nancy Weeks
Nancy Weeks
Nancy Weeks
Nancy Weeks
Nancy Weeks
Nancy Weeks

Ushers
Nancy & Brad Weeks
Nancy & Brad Weeks
Nancy & Brad Weeks
Nancy & Brad Weeks
Buffy & Chris Schenkel
Buffy & Chris Schenkel
Buffy & Chris Schenkel
Buffy & Chris Schenkel

Greeters

WORSHIP LEADERS MARCH — APRIL 2021

GRACE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
16 RIDGECREST ROAD
BETHLEHEM
WHEELING WV 26003
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

SAVE THE DATE!
THINGS TO REMEMBER/ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Cans for Watch
Grace members are collecting aluminum cans for WATCH. They will crush, recycle, and
use the proceeds for client events. Please bring them at any time, and place them in
the large box behind the kitchen door.

Riesbeck Gift Cards

Riesbeck Gift Cards to benefit Thrivent are available from either Judith Myers or
Tami Tysk.

Drive in Church

Sunday mornings beginning at 10:00 AM., in our parking lot, FM 102.3

